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In the Beginning
Lesson 1

Lesson
Objectives
• The children will identify the objects

from each day of creation.
• The children will sort God’s gifts

of creation into categories.
• The children will state one reason why

they are thankful for God’s creation.

Lesson Text
Genesis 1

Scripture
Memory Verse
God saw all that he had made, and
it was very good.

Genesis 1:31

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration

Preclass Activity: Match It Up

Welcome and Singing

Centers:

Bible Story: Seven Days of Creation

Craft: Gifts from God

Scripture Memory: Friendly Relay
NOTE: Allow time for a snack.
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Match It Up
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The children will sort created things into categories and think about
how God felt about creation.

Materials
For each child:
• scissors
For the teacher:
• 6 large manila envelopes
• 1 black marker
• assorted magazines with pictures of nature, people and animals
• scissors
• masking tape

Preparation
1. Prepare the six envelopes to represent the days of creation. On

each envelope, write the day of creation followed by the things
created on that day. Use the list of days provided below.
NOTE: When preparing each envelope, write on the backside
with the flap up and the opening facing you.

Day 1—Light and Darkness 
Day 2—Sky and Clouds
Day 3—Land, Plants and Seas 
Day 4—Sun, Moon and Stars 
Day 5—Fish and Birds
Day 6—Animals and Man

2. Under each day that you have written, glue a picture of the items
specified. For example: On the envelope marked Day 3—Land,
Plants and Seas, cut out magazine pictures of land, plants and
seas and glue them under the words.

3. Cut out magazine pictures of all the created items listed in Step
One. These will be used to help the children get started. They
will cut out additional pictures during the activity.

4. Hang the envelopes with tape on a wall or on the side of a table
where all the children can easily place pictures inside them.

Instructions
1. As the children arrive, direct them to the six envelopes. Tell them

that today’s lesson is about God’s creation. Show them how
each envelope represents a day of creation. Explain that on the
seventh day, God stopped creating and he rested.

2. Direct the children to the magazines and scissors. Tell them to
cut out pictures of different things and place them in the correct
envelopes. Encourage them to find pictures for all of the
envelopes. There is no limit to the number of pictures they cut,
as long as all the children have a chance.

3. Circulate among the children to offer assistance and talk about
the different days of creation.

4. At the end of the Preclass, collect the envelopes and give them
to the Bible Story teacher.

Teacher Tips
• Contact a library or travel agent to get outdated magazine dis-

cards for this activity. Invite parents to contribute magazines to
the class for future activities.
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Creation of the World
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In the Beginning
Lesson 1

The children will tell the story of creation through song using actions
to identify each day.

Materials 
For the teacher:
• Creation Song, on the back of this lesson card
• large writing surface
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
1. Write the words to the Creation Song on the large writing surface.
2. Practice the song using the actions displayed on your copy of

Reproducible Page A.

Presenting the Bible Story
Open your Bible to Genesis 1, saying: Today’s Bible Story is from
Genesis. Genesis is the first book in the Bible. And the story of cre-
ation is the first story in the Bible.

Hold up the envelopes from the Preclass Activity. Ask the chil-
dren: Who can tell me how many envelopes I have? (Six) What does
each envelope stand for? (A different day of creation) Today you are
going to learn about the creation of the world. The Bible says that
God created the world in the beginning. The beginning was a very
long time ago. The Bible says that God made something different
every day for six days, and then on the last day, he rested. Let’s look
at what God made.

Holding up the envelope marked Day 1, ask the children: Who can
tell me what God made on the first day? (Take responses.) Holding up
the envelope marked Day 2, ask the children: Who can tell me what
God created on the second day? Continue this exercise for each enve-
lope up to Day 6. Tell the children that on Day 7, God stopped creat-
ing and he rested. God knew that all his work was very good.

Tell the children that they are going to learn a song to help them
remember what the Bible says about the days of creation. Distribute 

copies of Reproducible Page A to the children. Referring to the large
writing surface, read the words aloud and review the actions.

Tell the children that they are going to help you sing this song.
Begin by humming the tune to the “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”
This song is sung to the same tune.

Sing the first couple verses of the song through for the children
as an example. Use the actions as you sing. Invite the children to join
you, starting at the beginning of the song. Sing the song three times
all together to help the children master the words and the actions.

Share and Tell
God created the world so that he could share it with us. We can be
like God and tell what we have learned about creation to others.
Who will you share your song with this week? Close with a prayer
thanking God that we can tell others about him.

Teacher Tips
• If you are unfamiliar with the song “The Twelve Days of

Christmas,” ask someone who knows it and can help you adapt it.
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The Seven Days of Creation
(Sung to the tune of “The Twelve Days of Christmas”)

1. On the first day of creation my Father gave to me
light and darkness.

2. On the second day of creation my Father gave to me
blue sky and clouds,
and light and darkness.

3. On the third day of creation my Father gave to me
land, plants and seas,
blue sky and clouds,
and light and darkness.

4. On the fourth day of creation my Father gave to me
sun, moon and stars,
land, plants and seas,
blue sky and clouds,
and light and darkness.

5. On the fifth day of creation my Father gave to me
birds and sea creatures,
sun, moon and stars,
land, plants and seas,
blue sky and clouds,
and light and darkness.

6. On the sixth day of creation my Father gave to me
animals, man and woman,
birds and sea creatures,
sun, moon and stars,
land, plants and seas,
blue sky and clouds,
and light and darkness.

7. On the seventh day of creation my Father gave to me
time to rest,
animals, man and woman,
birds and sea creatures,
sun, moon and stars,
land, plants and seas,
blue sky and clouds,
and light and darkness.
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In the Beginning
Lesson 1

The children will make a craft showing that God gives them good gifts.

Materials 
For each child:
• crayons
• thin markers
• scissors
• 1 glue stick
• 1 gift box 
• 7 incentive stickers with the words “good,” “great” (optional)
• 1 gift bow (optional)
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
1. For each child, prepare a gift box.
2. Make a craft as a model for the children.

Instructions
1. Remind the children that God created the world and he gave us

wonderful gifts. Ask them to tell you some of the things that
God created. (Take several responses.)

2. Distribute copies of Reproducible Page B to the children. Briefly
review each day of creation and the objects on each picture.
Show the children your model. Explain that they will make a craft
to remind them that God has given them some very good gifts.

3. Distribute crayons and scissors. Tell the children to color their 
pictures and cut them out. Be prepared to help some children
with cutting.

4. When the children finish Step Three, give them the gift box. Tell
them to glue their pictures all over the outside of the box, leav-
ing space between the pictures. See Figure A.

5. When they have finished gluing their pictures, the children
should use the thin markers to write the word “good” in the
space between the pictures. Be prepared to help some children
who are beginning writers. They may also place stickers with the
words “good” or “great” on the box. See Figure B.

6. Make sure that they write their names on their crafts.

Conclusion
Ask the children to choose one picture on their gift and tell what is
good about it. Close with a prayer thanking God for his incredible
gift of creation.

Teacher Tips
• You may want to substitute the gift boxes with gift bags and a

piece of tissue paper. Brown paper lunch bags with a small bow
would be another option.

•

•

•

•

••• good
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Figure A

gift bow (optional)

Figure B

gift box

pictures from
Reproducible Page B
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In the Beginning
Lesson 1

The children will learn the Scripture Memory Verse as they partici-
pate in this fun relay.

Scripture Memory Verse
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.
Genesis 1:31

Materials 
For the teacher:
• 12 index cards, 5" x 7" 
• 2 pieces of poster board, each 24" x 36"
• 1 black marker
• 2 envelopes large enough to hold 6 index cards

Preparation 
1. Using the index cards, make two identical sets of the Scripture

Memory Verse with the phrases listed below. (Each set will have six
index cards.) Make sure to include punctuation and capitalization.

God saw 
all that 
he had 

made, and
it was 

very good.

2. Place both pieces of poster board flat on the floor or table. On
the top of each piece, write the reference: Genesis 1:31.

3. On both pieces of poster board, trace six index cards underneath
Genesis 1:31, three on top and three on bottom. In these
“boxes” write out the six phrases, in order, from Step One. 
See Figure A.

4. Shuffle each set of cards and place them in separate envelopes.
Label the envelopes “Team 1” and “Team 2.” 

Instructions
1. Seat the children in a circle. Introduce today’s Scripture Memory

Verse by saying: In our Bible Story today we learned all about
God’s creation. In our Scripture Memory Verse, you will learn

that God saw everything he made was very good.
2. Hold up the Scripture Memory Verse that is written on one of

the pieces of poster board for all the children to see. Say the
verse to them and have them say it together with you three
times. Have individual children take turns saying the verse until
each child has said it. Encourage them to help each other.

3. Show the children the two envelopes with the cards inside. Tell
the children that this is a relay race to put the words from the
verse together. Remind them that this is a friendly relay and they
should help each other as friends would do.

4. Show them the two pieces of poster board that you have pre-
pared. Tell the children that they will take turns placing their
cards on the matching spaces on the poster board. The first
team who matches the memory verse correctly will win.

5. Divide the children into two teams and line them up in two lines.
Place the poster board on the floor approximately five feet away
from the children.

6. Remove the cards from the envelope for Team 1. Divide them
among the children in that line so that each child has at least
one card. If a team has more than six players, let some children
work in pairs. Do the same for the children on Team 2.

7. Tell the children: On your mark, get set, go! Have them walk to
the poster board and place their cards on the spaces where they
belong. When they return, the next children in line can go. Each
child must return to sit at the back of the line.

8. Play continues until all the children in the line have placed 
their cards.

9. When all the children are seated in their lines, you will check the
verses. Let the teams know how they did. Recognize the children’s
efforts for accuracy and efficiency. For example, say: Team 1
worked very quickly. They almost got the verse right. They only
missed two things. I am sure they will get it right next time. 
Team 2 took a little longer, but they got the memory verse right!
Good job!

10. Play the relay again until both teams get the verse matched 
correctly. For a more challenging version, turn the poster boards
over and have the children place the cards from memory.
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In the Beginning
Lesson 1

Conclusion
Bring the children back into a circle and ask each child to say the
memory verse. Ask them who they will tell the verse to today. Close
with a prayer that they will understand all the good things that God
has made and that they will share them with others.

Teacher Tips
• Encourage all efforts that the children make to help each other in

this activity.
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Genesis 1:31

it was

all thatGod saw he had

very good.made, and

5" x 7"
traced index cards

Figure A

poster board
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Lesson Objectives
• The children will identify the objects from each day 

of creation.
• The children will sort God’s gifts of creation into categories.
• The children will state one reason why they are thankful for

God’s creation.

Lesson Text
Genesis 1

Scripture Memory Verse
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. 

Genesis 1:31

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration
Preclass Activity: Creation Mural
Welcome and Singing
Centers:

Life Application: Creation Mystery Bag
Game: Musical Creation
Bible Skills: Love the Lord!

NOTE: Allow time for a snack.

The children will make a mural as they put
the days and objects of creation in order.

Materials
For each child:
• crayons
• scissors
• 1 glue stick
For the teacher:
• 1 piece of banner paper, 6'
• masking tape
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
1. Prepare the banner paper by dividing it

up into seven equal parts and labeling
each part for a day of creation.

2. Color the pictures from your copy of
Reproducible Page B and cut them out.
Glue each square to the correct place on
the mural.

3. In the classroom, secure the banner to a
table or on the floor where all the chil-
dren can reach it.

Instructions
1. As the children arrive, direct them to the

Creation Mural.
2. Give each child a copy of Reproducible

Page B, crayons, scissors and glue.
3. Encourage the children to color the

seven pictures, cut them out and glue
them to the correct day on the mural.
Show your pictures as an example.

4. Have the children sign their names on
the mural.

5. Circulate among them to offer assistance.
6. When the children are finished, hang the

mural in a place where everyone can see
it during the class.

Teacher Tips
• Don’t throw the mural away! Display it for

the next four weeks in a place where par-
ents and children can see it.

• Do not use masking tape on painted, wall-
papered or carpeted surfaces.

In the Beginning
Lesson 1
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The children will describe what is good about different aspects of
God’s creation and thank God for them.

Materials 
For the teacher:
• 1 large shopping bag (not clear plastic)
• 1 piece of cardboard, 9" x 11"
• 1 small, sealed plastic bag of dirt
• 1 vegetable, i.e. carrot or potato
• 1 plastic or stuffed bird or fish
• 1 plastic or stuffed bear or other animal
• 1 doll
• 1 cotton ball to represent clouds
Reproducible Pages:
• Page C, 1 copy for the teacher

Preparation
1. Use your copy of Reproducible Page C to make cardboard cutouts

of the sun, moon and stars. Place these in the shopping bag.
2. Place all additional items in the shopping bag. The children

should not be able to see the items when the bag is closed.

Introducing the Mystery Bag
Introduce this activity, saying: We are learning a lot about God’s
gifts and how good they are. In this activity, you will put your hand
in my Mystery Bag and try to guess one thing that is in the bag.
After you show us what you found, I will ask you some questions to
see how much you know about this thing.

Seat the children in a circle. Choose one child to place his hand
in the bag. Be careful that he does not look inside. Make sure that
the other children are not looking. Give the child a few moments to
make a guess and then have him remove the item from the bag.

For each item, ask the following questions to the group: Who
made this thing? (God) On what day did God make this thing? (Use
the following list to check answers.) Who can tell me one thing that
is good about this thing? Let’s thank God for this thing. (Let the
child who chose the item say a prayer thanking God for it.)

Created Thing Day of Creation
cotton ball Day 2—Sky and Clouds

plastic bag of dirt Day 3—Land, Plants and Seas

vegetable Day 3—Land, Plants and Seas

sun, moon and stars Day 4—Sun, Moon and Stars

bird or fish Day 5—Fish and Birds

other animal Day 6—Animals and Man

doll Day 6—Animals and Man

Conclusion
Ask the children: What is your favorite thing that God created?
Explain why. Encourage the children to play this game at home with
their family. Close with a prayer of thanks for all of God’s creation.

Teacher Tips
• Feel free to add items to the list above, making sure to note the

day they represent.

Creation Mystery Bag 

supplement In the Beginning
Lesson 1
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The children will think about each day of God’s creation in this fun,
musical game.

Materials
For the teacher:
• 7 index cards, 3" x 5"
• 1 black marker
• scissors
• 1 glue stick
• tape player with music
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for the teacher

Preparation
1. Number the index cards “1” through “7.”
2. Cut out the pictures from your copy of Reproducible Page B.

Glue each picture to the opposite side of its corresponding num-
ber. For example, glue the picture for Day 2 on the opposite side
of the “2” card.

Instructions 
1. Seat the children in a circle. Introduce this game by telling the

children that they will tell the group something that God made.
Show the seven picture cards and remind them of the things
that God made on each day of creation. Distribute these cards
among the children.

2. Explain the game: As soon as the music starts, pass your card to
the person on your right. Show them the person to their right.
Keep passing the cards until the music stops. You must keep the
card you have when the music stops.

3. After the music stops, call out a number from one to seven.
4. Tell the children to look at their cards. The child with the number

you called must stand up. Tell the child to look at the picture
and tell the group what God made on that day. 

5. Continue playing until you have called all seven numbers.

Conclusion
Go around and ask the children to tell one thing that they love
about God’s creation. Close with a prayer for the children to be
thankful every day for God’s creation.

Teacher Tips
• This game is a great opportunity to play contemporary 

Christian music.

Musical Creation

supplement In the Beginning
Lesson 1
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The children will begin a journey through the Old Testament books
on the Bible Train. This week, they will learn the first five books, the
Books of the Law.

Materials
For the teacher:
• invisible tape
• scissors
• 1 black marker
• large writing surface
Reproducible Pages:
• Page D, 1 copy for the teacher
• Page E, 13 copies for the teacher
• Page F, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
1. You will need to cut out only five train cars from copies of

Reproducible Page E for this activity. Keep the additional train
cars in a safe place for use during the rest of this Unit. 

2. Write the first five books of the Bible—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy—on five of the train cars from copies of
Reproducible Page E. Attach them to the engine cut out of your
copy of Reproducible Page D with invisible tape to form a
“train.” See the diagram on the back of this card.

3. Learn the first five books of the Bible by heart.
4. Practice this activity at home.
5. Display the Bible Train in a place where all the children can see it.

NOTE: To make a Bible Train that is durable, cover each page
with clear contact paper or laminate.

All Aboard the Bible Train!
1. As the children arrive, seat them in front of the large writing sur-

face. Tell them that today they are going to begin a journey on
the Bible Train. For the next few weeks, they are going to learn all
thirty-nine books of the Old Testament and how they fit together.
Today they are going to learn about the Books of the Law.

2. Have a discussion with the children, asking: Who can tell me
what a law is? Why do we have laws? Can you give me an

example of some laws? Write their answers on your large 
writing surface. What would happen if we did not have laws?
Laws are very important. If we did not have traffic laws, we
could be in a lot of danger when we drive in a car. If we did not
have laws, then people could do lots of bad things and get
away with it. We need laws to keep us safe and happy. A law is
a lot like a rule. Can anyone think of the very first rule there
ever was? (God told Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit.) God
gives us rules and laws because he wants us to be safe and
happy. In fact, God put five books in the Bible that are all about
God’s laws. If you wanted to learn about safety laws, where
would you go? (Library, police) If you wanted to learn about
God’s laws, where would you go? (Bible, church) 

3. Point to the Bible Train that you have prepared. Here are the first
five books of the Bible on our train. They are the Books of the
Law. Let’s say them together: (Point to each book as you say it.)
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. Let’s do it
again, faster. Repeat this several times, each time with increasing
speed. Invite two or three children to stand up and say them
together. Also invite individual children to stand and say them. 

4. Have the children line up and form a train. Have them march
around the activity area saying the names of the books. For
more fun, they can add actions such as waving their arms, nod-
ding their heads, or lifting their legs high as they say each book.

Conclusion
Distribute copies of Reproducible Page F to the children, encouraging
them to trace the words at home. Remind the children that God
loves us very much and that is why he gave us the Bible. We can
show God how much we love him by obeying his rules and laws.
Encourage the children to think of one rule that they will obey today
when they go home. Close with a prayer for the children to love the
Lord and to love his laws!

Teacher Tips
• Be creative and expressive as you say the different names of the

books. This will heighten the children’s attention and interest. 
• Make sure the children see your love for the Lord and his laws!

Love the Lord! (Books of the Law)
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Instructions: Trace over the letters.


