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Lesson Objectives
• The children will identify

Bethlehem as the place where
Jesus was born.

• The children will state that the
shepherds were so excited about
the birth of Jesus that they went
on to tell others the “good news.”

• The children will each select a
person they can tell about Jesus.

Lesson Text
Luke 2:1-20

Scripture Memory
Verse
“This is my Son, whom I love; with
him I am well pleased.”

Matthew 3:17

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration

Preclass Activity: Holy Scrolly

Welcome and Singing

Centers:

Bible Story: The Shepherds

Life Application: Good Newspaper

Craft: Donkey on a Stick
NOTE: Be sure to allow sufficient time for a snack.
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The children will make a scroll as an introduction to the memory verse
activity.

Materials
For each child:
• crayons, markers
• glue stick
For the teacher:
• large brown paper bags, 1 for every 2 children
• yarn
• marker
• scissors
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
1. Cut out the scripture text box from the copies of Reproducible

Page A.
2. Cut each brown paper bag into 81/2" x 11" sheets. Make one

sheet for each child.
3. Cut a piece of 6" long yarn for each child.

Instructions
1. Explain to the children that they will be making a “scroll.” Explain

that in Jesus’ time, people read scrolls instead of books.
2. Give each child a piece of brown paper and a copy of the 

scripture text box.
3. Have the children glue the text box to their brown papers.
4. Have each child trace over the words of the memory verse.
5. Write the children’s names on their scrolls.
6. Give each child a piece of yarn. Have the children roll their

papers, and then help them tie their scrolls with the yarn.

Conclusion
Explain to the children that scrolls are what people used during the
time of Jesus as their Bibles.

Teacher Tips
If time permits, have the children color or draw pictures on 
their scrolls.
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The children will listen to the Bible story of the shepherds traveling
to see the baby Jesus.

Lesson Text
Luke 2:1-20

Materials
For the teacher:
• stuffed animals that live in a barn: cows, horses, sheep, pigs
• baby doll
• 2 bed sheets for Mary and Joseph costumes

Preparation
Familiarize yourself with the story and the questions that follow.

Instructions
In the days just before Jesus was born, the king decided to count all
the people in his kingdom. So he told everybody to return to their
home towns. Do you know where Mary and Joseph went? Yes, they
went back to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-4). Do you know how far they
had to travel? They had to travel seventy miles! That’s really far!
How did they get there? By car? By train? By bus? No, they had to
walk. Mary may have ridden on a donkey because she was about to
have a baby (Luke 2:5).

Do you know what happened when they got to Bethlehem? Did
they find a nice hotel? Let the children talk about what may have
happened. Bethlehem was very crowded and very busy. There was
no room for them in the hotel, so they spent the night with the ani-
mals in a stable (Luke 2:6-7). What is a stable like? (smelly, with lots
of straw and hay) What do you think their night was like? Do you
think they got to sleep? No, Jesus was born during the night, so
they probably didn’t sleep at all. Let the children talk about what it
must have been like when Jesus was born.

Did Jesus have any visitors that night? Yes, shepherds came with
their sheep to see Jesus. How did they know Jesus was born? (An
angel told them.) The shepherds were out in a field and an angel
appeared. At first, they were afraid of the angel, but he told them
not to be afraid, that he had good news for them. He told them
about Jesus (Luke 2:10-14). More angels appeared in the sky and
praised God. The shepherds were very excited! What did they do
after the angels left? Yes, they went to see Jesus! After they visited
with Jesus, what did they do? Did they go home sad? No, they
went to tell the people what had happened! (Luke 2:15-18).

Select children to play the roles of Mary, Joseph, the angel, the
shepherds and the animals. Have the children act out the story.

Conclusion
Ask the following questions as review:
• What did the shepherds do when the angel told them about 

Jesus? (went to see him)
• How did they feel after they saw Jesus? (happy)
• After they saw Jesus, what did they do? (went and told other

people)
• Why? (It was good news.)
• What city did Mary and Joseph go to? (Bethlehem)
• How did they get there? (walked)
• Who visited Jesus? (the shepherds)
• Who told the shepherds about Jesus? (an angel)

Teacher Tips
You may choose to ask the review questions as the children are 
acting out the story.
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The children will create a “newspaper” filled with good news as a
reminder that Jesus’ birth was the “good news” that all people need
to hear.

Scripture Memory Verse
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Matthew 3:17

Materials
For the teacher:
• magazines and newspapers
• poster board, 1 piece for each group that will do this activity
• tape
• 1 piece of white paper
• marker

Preparation
1. Write “Good News” across the top of the poster board.
2. Cut out encouraging pictures from magazines and newspapers.
3. Write the memory scripture in large letters on a piece of 

white paper.

Instructions
Ask the children: What kind of things do you get excited about?
What makes you happy? Share about some good news that you
have heard or experienced personally, such as a baby being born, or
seeing a good friend.

Show the children the poster board and tell them that they are
going to make their own newspaper filled with good news.

Hold up one picture. What is this a picture of? Yes it’s a man
and a woman. These people just got married. Is that good news?
Yes! If you were getting married, would you want to tell people?
Who would you tell? Have one of the children tape the picture to
the poster board.

Write a headline on the poster board above the picture. See the
example on the back of this card. You may also draw lines under-
neath the pictures to simulate a newspaper article.

Continue this with each picture.
Show the children the paper with the memory scripture on it.

Read the scripture to the children. This scripture is talking about
Jesus. Who can we tell about the good news that Jesus was born?
Let each child name someone they want to tell about Jesus.

Scripture Memory Activity
Hold up the white paper with the memory verse written on it. Have
the children take turns pointing to the words and saying the memory
scripture.

Conclusion
Let’s thank God that he sent his son Jesus. Choose a child to pray.

Teacher Tips
• Depending upon the types of pictures that you find, you may want

to divide the poster into sections: weddings, sports, births etc.
• Children in this age group are not able to read, but they love

pointing to the words as they recite what is written. Be sure to
assist them as they learn the memory scripture.
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The children will make toy donkeys that will remind them of Mary
and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem.

Materials
For each child:
• 1 piece of gray or brown construction paper
• 1 paint stick from a paint or hardware store
• yarn: brown, gray or black
• blue or red ribbon, 1/2" width
• glue stick
For the teacher:
• white construction paper
• black construction paper
• pink construction paper
• scissors
• black marker
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for the teacher

Preparation
1. Cut out the donkey head, ear, and eye stencils from the copy of

Reproducible Page B.
2. For each child, trace and cut out the following:

A. Cut out two donkey heads from the gray construction paper.
B. Cut out one eye from the white construction paper.
C. Cut out one ear from pink construction paper.

3. Using only one of the donkey heads per child, make the don-
keys’ facial features, as shown below. See Figure A:
A. Draw a smile with the black marker.
B. Using the marker, make a black circle in the white eye.
C. Glue the eye onto the head.

4. For each child, cut out two pieces of ribbon: 3" and 5" long.
5. Cut eight pieces of yarn each 11/2" long, for each child.
6. Cut a strip of paper, 8" x 3/4", for each child.
7. Write on each strip of paper, “Mary and Joseph Went 

to Bethlehem.”
8. Make a model of the craft following the instructions.

Instructions
1. Show the children the model and remind them of the Bible

Story. Who might have ridden a donkey in the Bible Story?
That’s right, Mary and Joseph.

2. Give each child one blank donkey head.
3. Help the children glue their yarn and paint sticks onto the don-

keys’ heads. See Figure B.
4. Give the children each a donkey head with the facial features.

Help them glue the two heads together, as shown in Figure C.
5. Help the children glue on the pink ear and both pieces of rib-

bon, as shown in Figure D.
6. Give each child a strip of paper with, “Mary and Joseph Went 

to Bethlehem.” written on it. Have them glue these onto the
paint sticks.

Teacher Tips
• Be sure that you put the smile and the eye on the same side of

each donkey head.
• This is a great craft for a “bring your neighbor day.”
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Finished Craft

Figure B Figure C

Figure D
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Lesson Objectives
• The children will identify Bethlehem as the place where

Jesus was born.
• The children will state that the shepherds were so excited

about the birth of Jesus that they went on to tell others
the “good news.”

• The children will each select a person they can tell
about Jesus.

Lesson Text
Luke 2:1-20

Scripture Memory Verse
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

Matthew 3:17

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration
Preclass Activity: Where Is Jesus?
Welcome and Singing
Centers:

Game: Quick Change Game
Craft: Shepherd’s ‘Coat’
Life Application: Good Newspaper

NOTE: Be sure to allow sufficient time for a snack.

Pre
class
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The children will pretend to be the shep-
herds looking for the the baby Jesus.

Materials
For the teacher:
• 1 baby doll dressed like a boy

Preparation
Hide the baby doll somewhere in 
the classroom.

Instructions
1. As the children arrive, explain that 

they are going to play a game to find
the baby Jesus.

2. Have the children pretend to be the
shepherds looking for Jesus.

3. The child who finds the baby will then
hide it again for the other children to
find. Have the other children turn around
and cover their eyes while the baby is
being hidden.

Teacher Tips
Some children may not want to play this
game. Have other choices available such as:
games, books and blocks.
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The children will play a fast-paced game to remind them of Mary
and Joseph’s trip to Bethlehem.

Materials
For the teacher:
• 2 baby dolls
• 2 small blankets
• 2 dresses
• 2 jackets
• 2 pairs of pants
• 2 boxes

Preparation
In each box, place one baby doll, one blanket, one dress, one jacket
and one pair of pants.

Instructions
1. Remind the children of the story of Mary and Joseph traveling to

Bethlehem. In this game you will pretend to be Mary and
Joseph. In each of these boxes I have clothes for you to dress up
to look like either Mary or Joseph. Then you will have to wrap
the “baby Jesus” in his blanket. After you put on the clothes, I
will take a pretend “picture” of you. Then you will take the
clothes off and put them back into the box. The object of the
game is to do all this things as fast as you can.

2. Divide the children into two teams then divide the children into
pairs. If possible, try to pair boys with girls.

3. Place the two boxes about ten feet in front of each team.

4. Play the game as follows:
A. Say “go” and have the first pair in each team walk to their

team’s box and then quickly put on the clothes in their box.
They have them wrap their baby Jesus in the blanket.

B. When the children are dressed, have them pose for you as
you take a pretend picture of them.

C. After the picture is taken, they should unwrap the baby Jesus,
put the clothes back in the box and walk back to their team.

D. When they reach their team, have the next pair take their turn.
E. Have the children continue playing until all the pairs have

taken a turn.

Teacher Tips
• IMPORTANT: To keep the children safe, direct them to walk not

run to their boxes.
• Pick a child and demonstrate how the game is played.
• This can be a loud game. Explain the game to the lead teacher so

you can move your group to a quieter place if necessary.
• The team that finishes first should cheer on the other team.

There’s no winner, just fun!

Jesus Is Born Jesus
Lesson 3
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The children will make a “coat” to remind them of the shepherds
that visited Jesus.

Materials
For each child:
• 1 brown paper grocery bag
• 1 glue stick
• crayons
For the teacher:
• construction paper
• scissors

Preparation
1. Cut the construction paper into 5" x 5" strips. Cut at least 

thirty strips for each child.
2. Prepare each paper bag by cutting out holes, as shown in 

Figure A:
A. Turn the bag upside down and cut a hole for the head 

and neck.
B. On each side of the bag, cut two round holes for the arms.

3. Make a model of the craft following the instructions.

Instructions
1. Ask the children: Who came to visit baby Jesus when he was

born? That’s right, the shepherds came to visit Jesus. We know
it was night because the stars were shining. At night the air is
cool so the shepherds may have worn coats to keep warm.
Today, we are each going to make a shepherd’s coat like this
one. Show the children your model.

2. Give the children their paper bags with the holes cut from it.
3. Give the children their paper strips and have them glue these to

their bags. See Figure B.
4. Give the children crayons to color their paper bags. Encourage

them to be creative.
5. Help the children put on their coats.

Conclusion
After the shepherds had visited Jesus, where did they go? Yes, they
went to tell people that Jesus was born. When you wear your shep-
herd’s coat it will remind you to tell others about Jesus!

Teacher Tips
Consider using additional materials to decorate the coats, including:
stickers, yarn, tinsel, etc.

Jesus Is Born Jesus
Lesson 3
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Good Newspaper
The children will create a “newspaper” filled with good news as a
reminder that Jesus’ birth was the “good news” that all people need
to hear.

Scripture Memory Verse
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Matthew 3:17

Materials
For the teacher:
• magazines and newspapers
• poster board, 1 piece for each group that will do this activity
• tape
• 1 piece of white paper
• marker

Preparation
1. Write “Good News” across the top of the poster board.
2. Cut out encouraging pictures from magazines and newspapers.
3. Write the memory scripture in large letters on a piece of 

white paper.

Instructions
Ask the children: What kind of things do you get excited about?
What makes you happy? Share about some good news that you
have heard or experienced personally, such as a baby being born, or
seeing a good friend.

Show the children the poster board and tell them that they are
going to make their own newspaper filled with good news.

Hold up one picture. What is this a picture of? Yes it’s a man
and a woman. These people just got married. Is that good news?
Yes! If you were getting married, would you want to tell people?
Who would you tell? Have one of the children tape the picture to
the poster board.

Write a headline on the poster board above the picture. See the
example on the back of this card. You may also draw lines under-
neath the pictures to simulate a newspaper article.

Continue this with each picture.
Show the children the paper with the memory scripture on it.

Read the scripture to the children. This scripture is talking about
Jesus. Who can we tell about the good news that Jesus was born?
Let each child name someone they want to tell about Jesus.

Scripture Memory Activity
Hold up the white paper with the memory verse written on it. Have
the children take turns pointing to the words and saying the memory
scripture.

Conclusion
Let’s thank God that he sent his son Jesus. Choose a child to pray.

Teacher Tips
• Depending upon the types of pictures that you find, you may want

to divide the poster into sections: weddings, sports, births etc.
• Children in this age group are not able to read, but they love

pointing to the words as they recite what is written. Be sure to
assist them as they learn the memory scripture.
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“This is my Son
whom I love; with

him I am well
pleased.”

Matthew 3:17

Core/Preclass
1 copy for each child

Jesus
Lesson 3
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Core/Craft
1 copy for the teacher
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