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Jesus with People
Lesson 3
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Lesson
Objectives
• The children will tell the story of

Jesus and the leper.
• The children state that Jesus

loved the man with leprosy.
• The children will show one way

they can help a sick person.

Lesson Text
Mark 1:40-42

Scripture
Memory Verse
Jesus felt sorry for the man. So he
touched him and said, “I want to
heal you. Be healed!”

Mark 1:41 International 
Children’s Version (ICV)

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration

Preclass Activity: The Untouchable

Welcome and Singing

Centers:

Bible Story: Contact

Craft: Get Well Soon

Scripture Memory: Handle with 
Care

NOTE: Allow time for a snack.



The children will preview today’s lesson as they make a story figure
to be used in the Bible Story.

Materials
For each child:
• 1 craft stick
• tape
• scissors
• glue stick
• crayons or markers
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
Make a sample story figure to show the children.

Instructions
1. Greet the children as they arrive. Tell them that in today’s lesson

they are going to learn about a man who was very special to
Jesus. This man was very sick with a serious illness called leprosy.
Show them your sample story figure. Tell the children that they
will make a story figure to use during their Bible Story.

2. Distribute the copies of Reproducible Page A, scissors and the
crayons. Tell the children to color their story figures and cut 
them out.

3. While the children are coloring, distribute the craft sticks and
tape. Tell the children to tape one story figure to one side of the
craft stick to make a puppet. Then have them glue the other
story figure to the back.

4. For the children who finish early, have them make an extra for
any children who arrive late.

5. Have the children write their names on the ends of their 
craft sticks.

6. Give the story figures to the Bible Story Teacher for the children
to use during their Bible Story.

Teacher Tips
• In a large class, put the children’s story figures in alphabetical

order or in numerical number (by registration) before giving them
to the Bible Story Teacher.
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A man with leprosy

came to him and begged

him on his knees, “If you are

willing, you can make me

clean.” Mark 1:40

Filled with compassion,

Jesus reached out his hand

and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” he said. “Be

clean!” Mark 1:41
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Jesus with People
Lesson 3

The children will hear the Bible Story about Jesus and his love for 
the leper.

Materials
For each child:
• story figure from Preclass
For the teacher:
• dirty rag
• 1 clear, seal-tight plastic bag
• tape
• pictures of people with leprosy (optional)

Preparation
1. Place the dirty rag in the clear seal-tight plastic bag. Reinforce

the seal with tape.
2. Practice presenting this Bible Story with feeling.

NOTE: You will receive the children’s story figures from the Preclass
Teacher. Be prepared to give the children their story figures.

Introducing the Bible Story
Open your Bible to Mark 1. Tell the children that today’s Bible Story
comes from the New Testament book of Mark, chapter 1. The fol-
lowing introduction is intended to help the children see the serious-
ness of leprosy—but not to frighten them. Be sensitive to the children
in your group.

Cautiously bring out the plastic bag and show it to the children.
Pass it around, saying: What would you say if I told you that inside
this bag there is a rag covered with germs from a terrible disease.
This disease is so terrible that it changes the way people look. Some
people can die from it. And what if I told you that this rag came
from someone with that disease? Would you want to touch it?
Would you want to touch that person? What if that person was
your friend? What if that person was your brother? Tell the children
that the rag is not really covered with germs. Reassure them that
you told them this to help them understand the seriousness of the
disease called leprosy. Tell the children that they are going to hear
about a man who had this disease—and Jesus touched him! Put the
plastic bag away.

Presenting the Bible Story
Tell the children to listen carefully as you read the story of Jesus and
the leper from Mark 1:40-42:

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his
knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”

Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and
touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!”
Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.

Distribute the children’s story figures from Preclass. Do you recog-
nize this man? He is the man with leprosy from our story. The Bible
says that this man came to Jesus and begged to be healed.

Tell the children that when a person had leprosy in Jesus’ time
they could only live with other people with leprosy or alone. If a
leper came near healthy people, he had to yell, “Unclean,” to warn
people that he was coming. Demonstrate this for the children.

Have the children take turns holding up their story figures, say-
ing, “Unclean,” while the other children turn their faces away as if
afraid. Make sure each child has a chance to do this.

If available, show the children pictures of people with leprosy.
Ask the children how they think a person would feel if he had this
disease. (Responses should include: lonely; sad; depressed; mad;
unhappy) Explain that a person with leprosy could never be touched
by a healthy person. They would probably never get a hug or hold
hands or get a kiss. They would probably feel terrible.

Jesus knew that this man had leprosy and he knew the dangers
of touching a leper. But Jesus loved this man. Jesus heard him beg-
ging to be healed. The Bible says he was filled with compassion. That
means he felt very sorry for the leper. He wanted him to be healthy.

The leper knew that Jesus had the power to heal him, but he
did not know if Jesus was willing to do it. Just like when you ask
your parents for something. You know they have the power to do it,
but you don’t know if they are willing. Jesus was willing and he
reached out his hand and touched the man! Bring out the plastic
bag again. Open it up and remove the rag. Jesus touched the man.
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Jesus with People
Lesson 3

Why do you think that Jesus touched the man? (Take responses.)
Jesus touched him because he loved him and wanted him to be well.

Did you ever feel afraid to get close to someone who was really
sick or in a wheelchair? Some people are so sick that they look dif-
ferent from other people. Do you think that they want people to be
afraid of them? Would you?

Tell the children that Jesus was full of God’s power to heal sick
people. Although the children cannot touch people to make them
well, they can do something special to make sick people feel loved
like Jesus did. (For example: do not encourage the children to touch
someone with chicken pox until their doctor says it’s all right.) Tell
them that during their craft activity they will spend time thinking of
special things to do for sick people.

Share and Tell
Jesus had the power to heal the man of a sickness that no one else
on earth could heal. Jesus could do this because he is the Son of
God. He showed his special love by not only making him better but
also by touching him. Encourage the children that they can use their
story figures to tell someone this special story about Jesus. Ask them
who they will tell this week about Jesus and the leper. (Take respons-
es.) Close with a prayer for the children to feel Jesus’ love for others. 

Teacher Tips
• Have an adult assistant help you distribute the story figures 

from Preclass.
• Visit your local library to get books about leprosy.
• For additional affect, present this Bible Story in costume as the

leper. Wear dirty clothes and use face paint to cover yourself 
with sores. Be careful not to frighten the children with your
appearance.
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Jesus with People
Lesson 3

The children will think of ways that they can help a sick person as
they make get well cards and bags.

Materials
For each child:
• 1 piece of construction paper, 9" x 12"
• 1 paper lunch bag
• 1 gift bow
• 1 piece of ribbon, 12"
• crayons
• decorative stickers
For the teacher:
• a variety of inexpensive “get well” items: chicken soup, travel tis-

sue, throat lozenges, cough drops, tea bags
• hole punch
• scissors
• large writing surface

NOTE: Discuss the purpose of today’s activity with parents. Have
them help supply the get well items listed above.

Preparation
1. Talk to your ministry leader to get a list of people in the church

who are sick and need encouragement.
2. On the large writing surface, write: To: ___________ Get Well

Soon! Love, _________.
3. Make a sample craft to show the children.

Instructions
1. Introduce today’s activity: In your Bible Story today, you are

learning about a man who was very special to Jesus. This man
had a very serious illness and could never be touched by healthy
people. When he saw Jesus he fell on his knees and begged to
be healed. Jesus loved the man. He thought about how he felt
and then he touched him and healed him. In your craft today,
you are going to do something special for someone who is sick.
You are going to think about how they feel and then do some-
thing to help them feel better. Show them the sample craft that
you made. Explain that inside your paper bag you have put sev-

eral get well items for a sick friend. Tell the children that they
will also make a get well bag and card for a person who is sick.

2. Ask the children if they know someone who is sick that they
would like to encourage. If a child does not have a name in
mind, offer the names you have and help them choose. Make
sure that each child has a person in mind before they begin. Tell
the children to think about that person as they make their cards.
Remind them that Jesus thought about the person he helped
before he healed him.

3. Distribute the construction paper, crayons and stickers. Tell the
children to fold their paper into a card in one of the three ways
shown in Figure A. Have them write “Get Well Soon!” on the
cover and sign their names on the insides. Refer them to your
model on the large writing surface.

4. As the children are coloring their cards, distribute the paper
bags. Tell the children to color and decorate their bags with
crayons and stickers.

5. When they are finished coloring, let the children each choose a
variety of get well items to put inside. (Figure out in advance
how much they can take.)

6. Have the children fold the tops of their bags over, as shown in
Figure B. Circulate among the children to hole punch the corner
of each bag and card. Distribute the ribbon and have the chil-
dren thread the ribbon through the hole. Help them tie the card
to the bag, as shown in Figure C.

7. Offer the gift bows to the children to put on their gift bags.
NOTE: Decide in advance how the get well cards and gift bags
will be delivered. If they go home with the children, make sure
the parents are aware of their destination.

Conclusion
Encourage the children for their thoughtfulness and creativity. Tell
them that you are sure the people who receive these bags will feel
much better. Close with a prayer for the children to feel happy for
reaching out to a sick person the way Jesus did.

•
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Teacher Tips
• Think of creative ways to obtain the get well items. See if a 

pharmacy or local store would donate a supply of cough drops or
travel tissue.

• If the gifts are being delivered to children, include something fun
such as: stickers, comic books, colored pens. Be sure that they are
delivered to older children or adults who will not choke on the
items in the bag.

Figure A

construction paper

Figure B

Figure C

lunch bag

hole

ribbon
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Jesus with People
Lesson 3

The children will learn and memorize today’s Scripture Memory
Verse as they do this fun activity.

Scripture Memory Verse
Jesus felt sorry for the man. So he touched him and said, “I want to
heal you. Be healed!”
Mark 1:41 (ICV)

Materials
For each child:
• pencil
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
Practice leading this activity at home.

Instructions
1. Introduce today’s activity: In your Bible Story today, you are

learning about a man who was very special to Jesus. This man
had a very serious illness. This man could never be touched by
healthy people. When he saw Jesus, he fell on his knees and
begged to be healed. Jesus loved the man. He thought about
how the sick man felt and then he touched him. Our Scripture
Memory Verse today is special because it tells us what Jesus
thought and what he said to the sick man.

2. Show the children the Scripture Memory Verse on the back of
this Lesson Card. Read it to them three times while they listen.
Ask them to say it with you three more times.

3. Jesus saw that the man was sick. He thought about how the
man felt. Jesus felt sorry for the man, but did not make fun of
him. Jesus loved the man who had leprosy so much that he
touched him. Feeling sorry for someone means that you think
about how they feel and then do something for them. Another
word for this is compassion. God gave us hands so that we
could reach out to people and touch them with a handshake,
hug, pat on the back or by holding their hands. Jesus knew that
it would be very special to the man to be touched by a healthy

person. Today, we can reach out to people in different ways.
Let’s practice some of these ways as we say the verse.

4. Say the verse to the child next to you as you do each of the fol-
lowing actions: handshake; pat on the back; high-five; clapping
together. Have the children all say the verse together as they
pass the action on to the child sitting next to them. For example:
Say the verse to the children as you shake hands with the child
next to you. Continue saying the verse together as the hand-
shake goes around. Have your group design their own special
“Jesus Handshake.”

5. Distribute the copies of Reproducible Page B and pencils. Have
the children trace over the Scripture Memory Verse written on
the fingers.

Conclusion
Encourage the children to share their Scripture Memory Verse with
their families and do today’s activity at home, making up their own
handshakes. Close with a prayer thanking God for our hands and the
ability to help other people who are sick.

Teacher Tips
• If your facility permits, take the children in your group to the rest

room to wash their hands after this activity. Explain that it is to
prevent the spread of germs so that no one gets sick!
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Jesus with People
Lesson 3

Jesus felt sorry for the man. 

So he touched him and said, 

“I want to heal you. 

Be healed!”
Mark 1:41 (ICV)
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Lesson Objectives
• The children will tell the story of Jesus and the leper.
• The children state that Jesus loved the man with leprosy.
• The children will show one way they can help a sick person.

Lesson Text
Mark 1:40-42

Scripture Memory Verse
Jesus felt sorry for the man. So he touched him and said, “I
want to heal you. Be healed!”

Mark 1:41 International
Children’s Version (ICV)

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration
Preclass Activity: The Cure
Welcome and Singing
Centers:

Life Application: A Personal Touch
Game: Jesus Loves the Leper
Bible Skills: On Your Mark

NOTE: Allow time for a snack.

The children will review this week’s lesson as
they complete this activity.

Materials
For each child:
• pencil with eraser
• crayons or markers
Reproducible Pages:
• Page C, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
1. Sharpen the pencils. Make sure that

erasers are available.
2. Complete the activity on your copy of

Reproducible Page C.

Instructions
1. Greet the children as they arrive. Tell

them that their Preclass Activity is a con-
nect-the-dot picture from this week’s
Bible Story. They can connect the dots,
and color in the picture. When they are
finished, have them complete the word
search activity.

2. Distribute the copies of Reproducible
Page C, pencils and crayons. Encourage
the children to work with a partner.

3. Circulate among the children to offer
help. Make sure the children write their
names on their pages.

4. Encourage the children to take an 
extra page to give to any children who
are absent.

Teacher Tips
• Review Mark 1:40-42 to be familiar with

this Bible Story.pre
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The children will review this week’s Bible Story as they think of ways
that they can reach out to sick people.

Materials
For each child:
• pencil
For the teacher:
• 1 small piece of cardboard, 1/2" x 3"
• 1 brass fastener
• scissors
• glue stick
• 1 paper plate, 10"
Reproducible Pages:
• Page D, 1 copy for the teacher

Preparation
1. Cut out the spinner and circle from your copy of Reproducible

Page D. Glue the circle to the paper plate.
2. Glue the spinner to the cardboard and attach it to the center of

the paper plate with the brass fastener.
3. Practice leading this activity at home.

Reviewing the Bible Story
Open your Bible to Mark 1. Remind the children that this week’s
Bible Story comes from the New Testament book—or gospel—of
Mark. This week you learned about the man with leprosy who want-
ed Jesus to heal him. He was so desperate to get healed that he
begged Jesus on his knees to make him well again, and Jesus did.
Some people with leprosy look different from healthy people
because their bodies have been ruined by the disease. What would
you do if someone with leprosy came up to you? (Take responses.)
Who remembers what Jesus did when the leper came to him? (He
touched him.) Jesus knew how the man had been feeling and he
loved him. Not only did Jesus touch the leper, but he healed him
completely!

Life Application
Tell the children that Jesus teaches us four ways to help sick people.
First, Jesus saw the man. Then, he listened to him. Next, he thought
about him. Finally, he reached out to him. Jesus wants us to see, lis-
ten, think and help sick people.

Show the children your spinner. Tell them that they will think and
act out different ways to be like Jesus. Let the children take turns
spinning. When the spinner lands on the word “see,” ask: Where do
we SEE people who are sick? (Let them respond.) Continue with
each word. Have the children role play visiting a sick person and
doing things to help and encourage them.

Conclusion
Ask each child: Why did Jesus touch the leper? (Because Jesus loved
him.) Remind the children that they are being like Jesus when they
love and reach out to people who are sick. Tell the children that it is
very important that they let their parents help them arrange to visit
a sick person. Some people are too sick for a visit but would love a
card or phone call. Close with a prayer. Let each child pray for one
person they know who is sick.

Teacher Tips
• Talk to doctors or nurses in your church about ideas they would

have for this activity.

A Personal Touch

supplement Jesus with People
Lesson 3
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The children will review this week’s Bible Story as they think about
Jesus’ love for the leper.

Materials
For the teacher:
• 1 deck of playing cards

Preparation
1. Set aside the King of hearts, Jack of spades and numbered 

cards between two and five. Pull out enough cards for each 
child to have one card. For example: with a group of seven chil-
dren, prepare five numbered cards and the King of hearts and
Jack of spades.

2. Practice playing this game at home.

Instructions
1. Introduce today’s activity: In this week’s lesson you learned

about a man who was very special to Jesus. He was a man with
leprosy. Leprosy is a very serious disease. People who were lep-
ers in Jesus’ day had to stay far away from all the other people.
One day, this man came to Jesus and fell on his knees. He
begged Jesus to heal him. Jesus saw the man. He was full of
compassion—he wanted to do something for him—and so Jesus
touched the man and healed him. Jesus touched the man
because he loved him.

2. Have the children sit in a circle. Show them the cards. Explain
that the King of hearts stands for Jesus, and the Jack of spades
stands for the man with leprosy. Each of the additional cards will
be used to play the game.

3. Distribute the cards to the children. Have the children look at
their cards, but not show them to the others. Have the child
with the King of hearts stand up. This child will play “Jesus” in
this round.

4. Have Jesus walk to the first child on his right and look at the
card. If the child has a numbered card, that child says, “Jesus
loves the leper” as many times as the number on the card. For
example: a child holding a three of diamonds says “Jesus loves
the leper” three times. Jesus continues to the next child in the
same way until he comes to the leper. When Jesus reaches the
child holding the Jack of spades, that child says, “Jesus heal
me!” And Jesus replies, “Be healed!” Collect the cards and shuf-
fle them.

5. Continue until all the children have played the part of Jesus.

Conclusion
Encourage the children to think of people in their lives that are sad
and lonely and encourage them to think of something they can do
to cheer them up—like playing a game. Close with a prayer thanking
God for Jesus’ love for the leper and for everyone.

Teacher Tips
• Think of other variations for this game.

Jesus Loves the Leper

supplement Jesus with People
Lesson 3
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The children will do a survey of the book of Mark in this activity.

Materials
For each child:
• pencil
For the teacher:
• large writing surface
• watch or timer with second hand
Reproducible Pages:
• Page E, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
1. Number the large writing surface from one to ten, leaving a

space beside each number.
2. Complete the activity on your copy of Reproducible Page E.
3. Practice leading this activity at home.

Instructions
1. Introduce today’s activity: This week, your Bible Story came from

the book of Mark. The same story is found in the gospel of
Luke. Does anyone remember the names of all four gospels?
(Take responses.) Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Luke was a
doctor, by the way. He often wrote about the sick people that
Jesus healed. Today, you are going to practice finding chapters,
verses and words in the book of Mark. Then you will be able to
help other people learn about Jesus.

2. Have the children work with a partner or group of three. Tell 
the children to find the book of Mark in their Bibles. Remind
them that it is in the New Testament. When all of the children
have their Bibles open to the book of Mark, tell them to find
chapter 1 and each put their finger on it.

3. Circulate among the children to be sure that they have correctly
located Mark 1. Distribute the copies of Reproducible Page E and
pencils. Tell the children that you are going to call out each of
the scriptures and ask them to find a certain word in each one.
As soon as they find each word, they should hold their finger on
the answer and hold up their other hand. When everyone has
found it, read the correct answer and write it on the large writ-
ing surface. Have the children write it in the spaces provided on
their pages.

4. Using the list on the back of this Lesson Card, say each of the
references three times for the children. Then circulate among
them to check their answers as the children raise their hands.
For example: On your mark! Find Mark, chapter 1, verse 1.
Mark, chapter 1, verse 1. Mark, chapter 1, verse 1.

5. For the children who need an extra challenge, time them to see
how quickly they can locate the words.

Conclusion
Encourage the children for their participation. Close with a prayer
thanking God for the gospels that teach us about Jesus.

Teacher Tips
• Know your children. Most young readers will not welcome the

“time” challenge. Reserve this for more confident readers.

On Your Mark

supplement Jesus with People
Lesson 3
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On Your Mark
Questions and Answer Key

Example: On your mark! Find: Mark, chapter 1, verse 1. (Repeat two more times.)

1. Mark chapter 2 verse 2 Now find the first word. (So)

2. Mark chapter 3 verse 4 Now find the second word. (Jesus)

3. Mark chapter 4 verse 8 Now find the third word. (seed)

4. Mark chapter 5 verse 11 Now find the last word. (hillside)

5. Mark chapter 6 verse 6 Now find the second word. (he)

6. Mark chapter 6 verse 16 Now find the third word (Herod)

7. Mark chapter 7 verse 27 Now find the fourth word. (children)

8. Mark chapter 8 verse 5 What are the first two words? (How many)

9. Mark chapter 8 verse 16 What is the last word? (bread)

10. Mark chapter 10 verse 13 What is the first word? (People)

supplement Jesus with People
Lesson 3
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A man with leprosy
came to him and begged
him on his knees, “If you
are willing, you can make
me clean.” Mark 1:40

Filled with compassion,
Jesus reached out his hand
and touched the man. “I
am willing,” he said. “Be
clean!” Mark 1:41
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k H A N D e t r

j b n H E A L m

Can you find
these words?

MAN
LEPER
JESUS

TOUCH
BEG

HAND
HEAL

The Cure

1

27 26
25

24 23
22 21

20

18
17

15

16

14

13
1211109
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7
6

5
4
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Supplement/Life Application
1 copy for the teacher

Jesus with People
Lesson 3

1s
t a

nd
 2

nd
 G

ra
de
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X

X

see
think hel

p
lis

te
n

circle

spinner
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On Your Mark

Supplement/Bible Skills
1 copy for each child

Jesus with People
Lesson 3

1s
t a

nd
 2

nd
 G

ra
de

s

1. Mark 2:2 _______________

2. Mark 3:4 _______________

3. Mark 4:8 _______________

4. Mark 5:11 ______________

5. Mark 6:6 _______________

6. Mark 6:16 ______________

7. Mark 7:27 ______________

8. Mark 8:5 _______________

9. Mark 8:16 ______________

10. Mark 10:13 _____________


