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Lesson Objectives
• The children will state how Jesus

loved all people even if they did
not like him.

• The children will ask God to help
them to be loving and kind even
when it is hard.

• The children will choose to act
like Jesus in different situations.

Lesson Text
Luke 9:51-56

Scripture Memory
Verse
“I have set you an example that you
should do as I have done for you.”

John 13:15

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration

Preclass Activity: Emotions

Welcome and Singing

Centers:

Bible Story: The Sons of Thunder

Life Application: What Would 
Jesus Do?

Craft: My Face
NOTE: Be sure to allow sufficient time for a snack.
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The children will use pictures to understand different feelings 
and emotions.

Materials
For each child:
• scissors
For the teacher:
• magazines
• 1 large piece of poster board
• marker
• ruler

Preparation
1. Make three columns on the poster board.

A. At the top of the first column draw an angry face.
B. At the top of the second column draw a sad face.
C. At the top of the third column draw a happy face.

2. Tear out pages from the magazines with pictures of people
showing these different emotions.

Instructions
1. Have the children cut out the different faces from the 

magazine pages.
2. Have them glue the pictures in the appropriate column on the

posterboard. For example, if they have a picture of someone
smiling, they would glue it in the column under the happy face.

Conclusion
Hold up the poster and have the children share about the faces and
the emotions that they glued. Talk about times when they have felt
these emotions. What did they do? Jesus felt all of these things 
too and we are going to learn about what he did when he felt
these ways.

Give the poster to the Bible Story teacher.

Teacher Tips
Be sure that the pictures you choose are not scary for the children.

Pre
class
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The children will learn about Jesus’ love for people.

Lesson Text
Luke 9:51-56

Materials
For the teacher:
• poster from the Preclass Activity
• Bible

Preparation
Familiarize yourself with the story.

Instructions
Hold up the poster from the Preclass Activity. Who can tell me about
this poster? Let the children explain that they cut out pictures of
people who were happy and sad.

We all want to be happy don’t we? When you’re happy what
do you do? Yes, you smile! Is everyone happy to be here this morning
to learn about Jesus? Let’s see if everyone is smiling. Great! I love to
see happy faces.

What are some things that make you happy? Let the children
respond. What are some of the things that make you sad? Let the
children respond.

When Jesus lived on the earth there were times when he was
happy, and times when he felt sad. Jesus was just like you and me.
He had feelings just like we do.

We’re going to read in the Bible about something that happened
that made Jesus very sad. Point to the pictures of sad people on 
the poster.

Jesus loved people very much. He spent his whole life teaching
everyone who would listen to him about God. He wanted everyone
to know how much God loved them.

Open the Bible to Luke. In the book of Luke it says that Jesus
went to a place called Samaria to tell people about God. Listen to
what the Bible says happened when Jesus went into the village.
Read Luke 9:53. “But the people there did not welcome him.” What
do you think that means? What do you think they did? (Turned their
back on him or ignored him.) What do you think they said? Maybe,

“Jesus don’t talk to us, we don’t want to hear what you have to say.
We don’t like what you are doing.”

How do you think this made Jesus feel? Sad! Why? Because he
loved these people and he wanted them to love God. It was sad to
feel unwanted.

Jesus’ friends, James and John, were very angry with these people
who rejected Jesus. They told Jesus that these people should be
punished! They wanted Jesus to do something to get even with
them. Jesus didn’t want James and John to hurt anyone. That
would be wrong! He told them they should not want to hurt these
people or get back at them. Instead Jesus walked away with his 
disciples. They went to the next town so Jesus could teach other
people who wanted to listen to him and learn about God.

Conclusion
Did Jesus love the people of Samaria that rejected him? Yes, he did.
How do you know? (He wanted to teach them, he didn’t hurt them
when they were mean to him.)

Do you think that James and John loved the people of Samaria?
Probably not. How do we know? (They wanted to hurt the people.)

How should we act when people are mean to us? Should we hit
them or say mean things to them? No, we should walk away, just
like Jesus did.
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“I have set you an
example that you

should do as I have
done for you.”

John 13:15
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The children will discuss stories about other children who found it
hard to be like Jesus.

Scripture Memory Verse
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done 
for you.”
John 13:15

Materials
For the teacher:
• 2 pieces of construction paper
• glue or tape
• crayons or markers
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for the teacher

Preparation
1. Cut out the pictures of Susan and Joseph from the copy of

Reproducible Page A.
2. Color the pictures and glue each one onto a piece of 

construction paper.

Instructions
Tell each of the following stories. Allow time to discuss how the 
children would feel and what they would do if they were in the
same circumstances.

Susan’s Story
Susan was so excited when she looked out the window. It had finally
stopped raining. It had been raining for three days.

Susan had enjoyed baking cookies with her mother and playing
with her little brother, but she was eager to go outside. She had two
friends, Jamie and Donna, who lived in her neighborhood. They
loved to ride bikes together and swing on the swing set.

There was a new girl in the neighborhood too. Her name was
Mary. Susan had watched the moving van unload their furniture.
Mary looked a little older, but Susan couldn’t wait to meet her and
see her toys.

Just then she saw Jamie and Donna. She ran to the door and

called out, “Jamie, Donna! Wait for me. I’ll tell my Mom I’m going
to play with you.” Jamie and Donna stopped. “We can’t play now”,
Donna said. “Mary, the new girl on the block invited us over for ice
cream. Sorry, but she didn’t invite you.”

Ask the children the following questions:
How do you think Susan felt when Donna told her she wasn’t invited
for ice cream?
Do you think she was mad at Jamie and Donna?
Do you think she might want to say “I’m glad she didn’t invite me. I
don’t like ice cream anyway!”
What would Jesus do?
What did Susan do?

Susan closed the door. She was so sad she wanted to cry. She
told her Mom what had happened. Mom thought for a minute.
“You know Susan, we need to have the new girl over. Why don’t we
plan a movie party for tomorrow afternoon and invite Jamie, Donna
and the new girl. I think that is what Jesus would do. We could
make popcorn and lemonade for everyone.

At first Susan didn’t want to try. She was still angry and hurt,
but she thought about what her Mother said. “Well, okay.” she 
finally said.

Later that day, Susan knocked on each of the girls’ doors and
gave them the invitations she had made. As she walked back home,
Susan felt much better. They were all excited about the movie party.

The party was so much fun. Mary was very nice. Mary’s mom
said she was sorry she didn’t invite Susan over for ice cream. She
didn’t know that Susan lived on the block.

They were all going to be good friends. Susan looked forward to
their time together, but more than that, she was excited about inviting
them to her Bible class and telling them what she was learning
about Jesus.

Joseph’s Story
Joseph was so excited. This was his first day in his new school. It
was going to be so much fun. He had already met his teacher and
thought she was very nice. But what he looked forward to the most
was getting to play with his friend Sam every day. Sam was so much
fun, and they liked playing the same things.

Life
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Joseph and his Mom got out of the car in front of his new
school. She walked him to the classroom door but he wanted to go
in by himself. When he walked into his room, the teacher was read-
ing a story to the children. She stopped to welcome Joseph, then
continued reading the story.

The morning passed very quickly and soon it was time to go out-
side and play. Joseph couldn’t wait to play with Sam and his other
friends. Joseph saw them all playing together and ran over to join
them. But Sam said to him. “We’re not best friends any more. I
don’t want to play with you.” Then he went back to playing with the
other boys. Sam had found a new best friend. He didn’t want to
play with Joseph anymore.

Ask the children the following questions:
How do you think Joseph felt? (very sad)
What do you think he wanted to say? (“I don’t want to be your
friend either!”, “I don’t like you!”)
What would Jesus do?
What did Joseph do?

When Joseph got into the car with his mother he was very sad.
He told his mother what Sam had said. He was beginning to feel
very angry with Sam. He even wished that tomorrow no one would
play with Sam at all. He wanted to get even.

His mom talked to him about Jesus and explained that 
sometimes people didn’t want to be Jesus’ friend either. Jesus 
loved them anyway.

Joseph thought about what his mom said and that night he and
his dad prayed for Sam. They prayed that Sam could learn to love
people like Jesus did. Joseph prayed that he could be like Jesus too
and love Sam even though he hurt his feelings. He prayed that Sam
would come to Bible class with him.

The next day when Joseph walked into his classroom, he saw a
new boy standing by himself. Joseph forgot about his problem with
Sam, and went over to welcome the new boy. He was very nice and
he lived near Joseph.

Joseph had exciting news for his mom that afternoon. Sam was
his friend again and he also had a new friend. Maybe both of them
would come to his Bible class.

Scripture Memory Activity
Lead the children in reciting the verse as a group. “I have set you an
example that you should do as I have done for you.”

Conclusion
Pray with the children and ask God to help them to be kind and lov-
ing like Jesus was, even when it is hard.

Life
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The children will make “faces” and know that God loves and cares
for them no matter how they are feeling.

Materials
For each child:
• small brown paper bag
• glue stick
• crayons or markers
For the teacher:
• colored construction paper
• hole punch
• yarn
• scissors
• marker
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for the teacher
• Page C, 1 copy for each child

Preparation
1. Cut out the circle stencil from the copy of Reproducible Page B.
2. Trace and cut out three circles from the colored construction

paper for each child.
3. Punch a hole on the edge of each circle.
4. On the back of each circle print “God Cares When I’m...”
5. Cut out the eyes, noses and mouths from the copies of

Reproducible Page C.
6. Cut a 12" piece of yarn for each child.
7. Place all the materials in a small paper bag for each child.
8. Make a model of the craft following the instructions.

Instructions
1. Show the children the model of the craft. Explain that this craft

will help remind them that God loves and cares for them no
matter how they might feel.

2. Give each child a bag.
3. Let the children make different faces on their circles by gluing on

the eyes, noses and mouths. See Figure A.
4. Let the children color their faces.
5. Help the children thread each face onto a piece of yarn.
6. Help the children to tie the ends of the yarn together.

Conclusion
Talk about how much God loves us and understands how we feel.
Because God loves us, he can help us love others when they are sad
or angry.

Teacher Tips
Some children may want to draw on faces instead of gluing on the
cutout expressions. Let them be creative!
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Finished Craft

circlesglued on
eyes, nose,
and mouth
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Lesson Objectives
• The children will state how Jesus loved all people even if

they did not like him.
• The children will ask God to help them to be loving and

kind even when it is hard.
• The children will choose to act like Jesus in 

different situations.

Lesson Text
Luke 9:51-56

Scripture Memory Verse
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have 
done for you.”

John 13:15

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration
Preclass Activity: Welcome Sign
Welcome and Singing
Centers:

Game: Be Like Jesus
Craft: Welcome Banner
Life Application: What Would Jesus Do?

NOTE: Be sure to allow sufficient time for a snack.

Pre
class
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The children will make a welcome sign that
can be displayed in the class.

Materials
For each child:
• glue
• decorative items
• crayons or markers
For the teacher:
• scissors
• yarn
• hole punch
• construction paper

Preparation
1. Draw and cut large letters for the word

WELCOME out of construction paper.
Use a different color for each letter.

2. Punch a hole at the top of each letter.

Instructions
1. Have each child choose a letter 

to decorate.
2. After they are finished decorating, have

some of the children help you thread 
the yarn through the holes to connect 
the letters.

Conclusion
Have the children help you choose a place to
hang the sign to welcome people to your
class. Tell them that they are going to learn
about making others feel welcome.

Teacher Tips
• Two or three children can work on 

one letter.
• Have the children write their names on

the back of the letters they work on.
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This game will teach children to be kind to others.

Materials
For the teacher:
• 1 large piece of poster board
• large stickers
• marker
• 12 index cards
• a hat

Preparation
1. Make two columns on the poster board.
2. At the top of one column write “Jesus” and at the top of the

other write “Samaritan.”
3. Write the statements listed below on an index card.
4. Put the cards in the hat.

Instructions
1. In the Bible story this week we learned about how some people

were mean to Jesus. Do you remember what Jesus did when
they were mean? Was he mean back? No, instead of being
mean to them, Jesus just walked away and looked for other
people who would be nice and listen to him teach about God.

2. The people who were mean to Jesus were Samaritans. On one
side of our poster I wrote the word Samaritan. On the other
side I wrote the name Jesus. We’re going to play a game and
we’ll see who wins, Jesus or the Samaritans. Who do you think
we want to have win? Yes, Jesus.

3. Have each child, one at a time, take a question out of the hat.
Read the question and ask the child, Does this sound like what
Jesus would answer or what a Samaritan would say?

4. Let the child answer. If the answer is something Christ-like then
have the child put a sticker in the Jesus column.

5. If the answer is not Christ-like then have the child put a sticker in
the Samaritan column.

Statements:
A. I lost my teddy bear. Will you help me find it? Answer: Yes, I’ll

help you, it is sad when you lose things.
B. You took all of my cookies. I want them back! Answer: I’m sorry,

here, let’s share them.
C. You left my bike at the park. I need it! Answer: Sorry, Let’s walk

to the park together and you can ride your bike back.
D. But you already watched two TV shows. It’s my turn! Answer:

But this is my favorite show, I need to watch it.
E. You got to sit in the front seat last time. It is my turn! Answer:

Okay, I’ll sit in the back seat.
F. Ouch! I twisted my ankle! Can you help me? Answer: Sure, put

your arm around my neck and I’ll help you walk.
G. I’ve never been to this playground before. I don’t know anyone.

Will you be my friend? Answer: I can’t, I’m already playing with
my other friends.

H. I’m afraid to cross the street alone. Will you go with me?
Answer: Sure, let’s make sure we look both ways before crossing.

I. Why don’t you play with your little brother while Mom cooks
supper? Answer: Okay, I’ll take him outside to the swing set.

J. Will you help me set the table for dinner? Answer: I can’t, my
favorite show is on TV.

K. Will you share your ice cream with me? Answer: No, this is
mine, get your own.

Conclusion
Let’s look at our poster to see who won. Look, Jesus won! Jesus
always wins, and we will always win if we choose to be like him.

Jesus, James and John Friends of Jesus
Lesson 5

Be Like Jesus
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The children will make welcome banners that they can use in 
their homes.

Materials
For each child:
• 1 piece of fabric 15" x 20"
• glue
• crayons or markers
For the teacher:
• marker
• colored construction paper
• felt
• scissors
• yarn
• hole punch
• transparent tape or masking tape
Reproducible Pages:
• Page D, 1 copy for the teacher
• Page E, 1 copy for the teacher

Preparation
1. Cut out the letter stencils from the copy of Reproducible Pages 

D and E.
2. For each child, trace and cut out the letters for the word 

“WELCOME” from the colored construction paper.
3. Cut out six 3" x 3" shapes for each child from felt.
4. Prepare the yarn as follows:

A. Cut a 26" piece of yarn for each child.
B. Tape the ends of the yarn to make it easier to thread

through the fabric.
5. Punch two holes along the horizontal edge of each piece of fabric.

See Figure A.
6. Make a model of the craft following the instructions.

Instructions
1. Show the children the model of the craft. Explain to them that

they are going to make a welcome banner to hang in their
homes. It will help them to be like Jesus and make everyone 
feel welcome!

2. Give each child the letters for the word “WELCOME.”
3. Help the children glue the letters onto the fabric, one at a time,

in the correct order. See Figure B. NOTE: The children will need
much guidance since most cannot spell at this age.

4. Give the children each six felt shapes to glue onto their banners
for decoration.

5. Help the children to thread the yarn through the punched holes
in the fabric, and then tie it. See Figure C.

Teacher Tips
You may choose to cut out letters from a different colored fabric or
felt instead of colored construction paper.

Jesus, James and John Friends of Jesus
Lesson 5
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The children will discuss stories about other children who found it
hard to be like Jesus.

Scripture Memory Verse
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done 
for you.”
John 13:15

Materials
For the teacher:
• 2 pieces of construction paper
• glue or tape
• crayons or markers
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for the teacher

Preparation
1. Cut out the pictures of Susan and Joseph from the copy of

Reproducible Page A.
2. Color the pictures and glue each one onto a piece of 

construction paper.

Instructions
Tell each of the following stories. Allow time to discuss how the 
children would feel and what they would do if they were in the
same circumstances.

Susan’s Story
Susan was so excited when she looked out the window. It had final-
ly stopped raining. It had been raining for three days.

Susan had enjoyed baking cookies with her mother and playing
with her little brother, but she was eager to go outside. She had
two friends, Jamie and Donna, who lived in her neighborhood. They
loved to ride bikes together and swing on the swing set.

There was a new girl in the neighborhood too. Her name was
Mary. Susan had watched the moving van unload their furniture.
Mary looked a little older, but Susan couldn’t wait to meet her and
see her toys.

Just then she saw Jamie and Donna. She ran to the door and

called out, “Jamie, Donna! Wait for me. I’ll tell my Mom I’m going
to play with you.” Jamie and Donna stopped. “We can’t play now”,
Donna said. “Mary, the new girl on the block invited us over for ice
cream. Sorry, but she didn’t invite you.”

Ask the children the following questions:
How do you think Susan felt when Donna told her she wasn’t invit-
ed for ice cream?
Do you think she was mad at Jamie and Donna?
Do you think she might want to say “I’m glad she didn’t invite me. I
don’t like ice cream anyway!”
What would Jesus do?
What did Susan do?

Susan closed the door. She was so sad she wanted to cry. She
told her Mom what had happened. Mom thought for a minute.
“You know Susan, we need to have the new girl over. Why don’t we
plan a movie party for tomorrow afternoon and invite Jamie, Donna
and the new girl. I think that is what Jesus would do. We could
make popcorn and lemonade for everyone.

At first Susan didn’t want to try. She was still angry and hurt,
but she thought about what her Mother said. “Well, okay.” she 
finally said.

Later that day, Susan knocked on each of the girls’ doors and
gave them the invitations she had made. As she walked back home,
Susan felt much better. They were all excited about the movie party.

The party was so much fun. Mary was very nice. Mary’s mom
said she was sorry she didn’t invite Susan over for ice cream. She
didn’t know that Susan lived on the block.

They were all going to be good friends. Susan looked forward to
their time together, but more than that, she was excited about inviting
them to her Bible class and telling them what she was learning
about Jesus.

Joseph’s Story
Joseph was so excited. This was his first day in his new school. It
was going to be so much fun. He had already met his teacher and
thought she was very nice. But what he looked forward to the most
was getting to play with his friend Sam every day. Sam was so much
fun, and they liked playing the same things.

Jesus, James and John Friends of Jesus
Lesson 5

What Would Jesus Do?
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Joseph and his Mom got out of the car in front of his new
school. She walked him to the classroom door but he wanted to go
in by himself. When he walked into his room, the teacher was read-
ing a story to the children. She stopped to welcome Joseph, then
continued reading the story.

The morning passed very quickly and soon it was time to go out-
side and play. Joseph couldn’t wait to play with Sam and his other
friends. Joseph saw them all playing together and ran over to join
them. But Sam said to him. “We’re not best friends any more. I
don’t want to play with you.” Then he went back to playing with the
other boys. Sam had found a new best friend. He didn’t want to
play with Joseph anymore.

Ask the children the following questions:
How do you think Joseph felt? (very sad)
What do you think he wanted to say? (“I don’t want to be your
friend either!”, “I don’t like you!”)
What would Jesus do?
What did Joseph do?

When Joseph got into the car with his mother he was very sad.
He told his mother what Sam had said. He was beginning to feel
very angry with Sam. He even wished that tomorrow no one would
play with Sam at all. He wanted to get even.

His mom talked to him about Jesus and explained that 
sometimes people didn’t want to be Jesus’ friend either. Jesus 
loved them anyway.

Joseph thought about what his mom said and that night he and
his dad prayed for Sam. They prayed that Sam could learn to love
people like Jesus did. Joseph prayed that he could be like Jesus too
and love Sam even though he hurt his feelings. He prayed that Sam
would come to Bible class with him.

The next day when Joseph walked into his classroom, he saw a
new boy standing by himself. Joseph forgot about his problem with
Sam, and went over to welcome the new boy. He was very nice and
he lived near Joseph.

Joseph had exciting news for his mom that afternoon. Sam was
his friend again and he also had a new friend. Maybe both of them
would come to his Bible class.

Scripture Memory Activity
Lead the children in reciting the verse as a group. “I have set you an
example that you should do as I have done for you.”

Conclusion
Pray with the children and ask God to help them to be kind and lov-
ing like Jesus was, even when it is hard.

Jesus, James and John Friends of Jesus
Lesson 5Life
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Core/Life Application 1 copy for the teacher
Supplement/Life Application 1 copy for the teacher
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Core/Craft
1 copy for the teacher

Friends of Jesus
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Core/Craft
1 copy for each child
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Supplement/Craft
1 copy for the teacher

Friends of Jesus
Lesson 5

R
e
p
r
o
d
u
c
i
b
l
e

Page

D



Spring 1 © 1998 by Discipleship Publications International • Permission to Photocopy Granted Friends of Jesus 5-5-19

4 
an

d 
5 

Ye
ar

 O
ld

s
Supplement/Craft
1 copy for the teacher
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