
Preteens

Into All the World-2
Lesson Text
Matthew 28:18-20

Lesson Objectives
• The students will contrast

making disciples of all
nations in the first century
and now.

• The students will trace the
lineage of their home church.

• The students will share
their faith with someone
new, identifying and praying
to overcome obstacles that
could prevent them from
sharing boldly with this 
person.

Materials Needed
For each student:
• pen or pencil
For the teacher:
• 2 resealable sandwich bags
• scissors
• 4 index cards, 4" x 6"
• pen or marker
• 1 sheet of notebook paper for

every 4 students
• kitchen timer or one-minute

hourglass
• 2-3 basketballs or kick balls 
• 2-3 pennies
• 2-3 different foreign language

dictionaries
• small prizes (candy, pencils,

key chains, etc.)
• 1 copy of “Good News from

the Kingdom”
• globe or map of the world
• extra Bibles
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for the

teacher
• Page B, 4 copies for the

teacher
• Page C, 1 copy for 

each student
• Page D, 1 copy for 

each student
• Page E, 1 copy for 

each student
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Lesson Plan
Getting Ready

Faithful Instruction

Teacher Focus

Teacher Tips

Preclass Activity: Obstacles

Starting Up

Welcome and Singing

Opening Prayer

Victories

Good News from the Kingdom

Getting into God’s Word

Scripture Study

Activity: Family Tree

Getting It to Other s

Scripture Memory: 2 Corinthians 5:17

Weekly Challenge and Snack Time

Conclusion

Scripture Memory
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation; the old has gone, the new has come!
2 Corinthians 5:17

Lesson 6
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Lesson 6

Faithful Instruction
Teacher Focus
Pray before preparing this lesson. Read and meditate on Matthew 28:18-20. Undoubtedly you have read these
three verses many times. However, have you considered how this passage has been brought to life in the growth
and worldwide expansion of God’s church? As disciples, we have been so blessed to see how, from a small group
of men and women, God’s kingdom has forcefully advanced to become a worldwide movement. Disciples now
live in almost every nation, and God’s people continue to overcome obstacles and challenges to bring the good
news of Jesus to every nation in the world.

Teacher Tips
You will need to secure one or two guest speakers for this week’s class. Seek advice from your ministry leaders as
to individuals who would fit these roles well.

The objective of the speakers is (1) to talk about the joys and responsibilities that they experienced while
being on a mission team and/or ( 2) to talk about what it is like to become a disciple because a church has been
planted in your area. Whichever direction the speakers take, have them share about their gratitude and some of
the changes they have made.

Once you have selected your speakers, spend some time sharing the objectives of the lesson with them, and
have them outline their sharing with you. Give input and encouragement to help the speakers best meet the
needs of your students.

Preclass Activity 
Obstacles
The students will complete several challenges, persevering through different obstacles to reach a specific goal. This
will help them to think about the obstacles we must overcome to take the gospel to others.

Materials Used
For each student:
• pen or pencil
For the teacher:
• 2 resealable sandwich bags
• scissors
• 4 index cards, 4" x 6"
• pen or marker
• 1 sheet of notebook paper for every 4 students
• kitchen timer or one-minute hourglass
• 2-3 basketballs or kick balls 
• 2-3 pennies
• 2-3 different foreign language dictionaries 
• small prizes (candy, pencils, key chains, etc.)
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for the teacher
• Page B, 4 copies for the teacher
• Page C, 1 copy for each student
NOTE: Instructions for the Preclass 
Activity are on Reproducible Page A.

Into All the World-2 Getting Ready
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Lesson 6 Into All the World-2 Getting Ready

Starting Up
Welcome and Singing
Call the students together in a circle. Welcome everyone by name, being sure to recognize anyone who is visiting.
Let them know how glad you are to see them and how much you looked forward to being with them. Sing a few
great songs.

Opening Prayer
Who would like to say a prayer to start today’s time together? Select one or two students to pray for several min-
utes. Include special prayer requests for the preteens, the church and the kingdom.

Victories
Take the time to have the students share about the challenges they were given at the end of last week’s class. Did
everyone complete their challenge? How did it go? What fears did you face as you met the challenge to put the
lesson into practice? How did e veryone do with having consistent quiet times? Who would like to sha re some -
thing they learned this week?

Praise and encourage all the students’ ef forts, especially noting any area of significant growth. Offer help and
suggestions so they can have even more victories in the coming week.

Good News from the Kingdom
Materials Used
For the teacher:
• 1 copy of “Good News from the Kingdom”
• globe or map of the world

Instructions
Now let’s take a few minutes to share “Good News from the Kingdom.” Be excited as you read about what is
happening around the world. Have a globe or map ready, pointing out the location as you share. Remind your stu-
dents that the kingdom of God is worldwide and that the victories of our brothers and sisters on other continents
can inspire us and spur us on.
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Lesson 6

Scripture Study
Materials Used
For the teacher:
• extra Bibles

Have the students turn to Matthew 28:18-20 in their
Bibles. Read the verses aloud to the class. Ask the fol-
lowing questions:
• What is a disciple? (wants to be like Jesus / com-

mits to follow and to obey Jesus / is grateful for
Jesus’ sacrifice / repents from sin and is baptized /
teaches others to follow Jesus)

• What is the command that Jesus is giving? (Go
make disciples of all nations.)

• Does this command still ha ve the same meaning
now that it had back in the first century? (Yes—dis-
ciples are still called to go and make disciples.)

• What are some of the dif ferences in the obstacles
between making disciples in the first century and
making disciples now? (world is bigger—more coun-
tries known / many more people to reach / more
cultures and religions to understand / more political
obstacles)

• Do you think it is easier or harder to make disciples
of all nations now? (This is strictly opinion—point
out that technology [computers, phones, airplanes]
makes it easier to connect with others around the
world, but there are many more political situations
that make planting churches dangerous. In the first
century, persecution was great, but it is also great
in some parts of the world today. The “world” was
smaller, but it took more time to go places. 

• What do you think it would be like to plant a
church in a foreign country today? (exciting / an
adventure / it would take great sacrifice / scary
because of political and economic situations)

• Is it worth all the hard work, danger and sacrifice
to plant churches around the world? (Yes—Jesus
still expects us to make disciples of all nations. /
Many people still need to hear the gospel.)

Now we will have a chance to hear just how impor -
tant it is to be making disciples of all nations. W e
have guest speakers with us who will help us t o
understand this.

Introduce the guest speakers. If a speaker is someone
who has been on a mission team, have him share his
experiences and how much the experience changed
his life. The speaker should discuss some of the hard-
ships, but more importantly, the joys of helping to
build a new church in the United States or abroad.
Make sure he or she gives enough details to catch the
interest of the students.

If a speaker is someone who was baptized
because of a church planting, have her share about
how much it changed her life to hear the gospel and
to be baptized into Christ. What might her life have
been like if the church had not been planted in her
area? How grateful is she for the command to “go
and make disciples of all nations”?

Allow about five minutes for each speaker to
share. Be sure to allow a short time for the students
to ask questions.

Into All the World-2 Getting Into God’s Word
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Lesson 6

Activity
Family Tree
The students will trace back to the roots of their
church, identifying the church(es) responsible for mak-
ing their congregation a reality.

Materials Used
For each student:
• pen or pencil
For the teacher:
• globe or map of the world
Reproducible Pages:
• Page D, 1 copy for each student

Preparation
Ask your ministry leader or someone knowledgeable
in the history of your local church, visit the ICOC web
site (www.icoc.org), or go to your local church’s web
site for information on the following:
• When and where was your church first planted?
• How many disciples came to plant the church? 

• Who led the team?
• How many disciples are in the church now?
• Who leads the church now?
• Has your church helped to plant any other churches?
• Where are these churches?

Instructions
1. Give each student a pen or pencil and a copy of

Reproducible Page D (Family Tree). 
2. Have the students work through the questions on

the sheet, filling in the answers as you discuss
them.

3. Have a globe or world map available to show how
your church came about—e.g., Boston planted
London, London planted Jakarta (Indonesia), etc.

Into All the World-2 Getting Into God’s Word

Family Tree

Family Tree

• When and where was your church first planted?

• How many disciples came to plant the church? 

• Who led the team?

• How many disciples are in the church now?

• Who leads the church now?

• Has your church helped to plant any other churches? 

• Where are these churches?
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Lesson 6

Scripture Memory
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
2 Corinthians 5:17

Materials Used
Reproducible Pages:
• Page E, 1 copy for each student

Instructions
1. Give each student a copy of Reproducible Page E

(Scripture Memory).
2. Have one student read the verse aloud to the

class.
3. Discuss the meaning of the verse.
4. Have the class recite the verse together several

times.

Weekly Challenge and 
Snack Time

If your students bring a snack, allow them to eat
while you explain to them the challenge for the week.

This week, the students should select a person
with whom to share their faith. This should be some-
one they have never shared with before. The students
should write down the obstacles they need to over-
come to accomplish this and how they will work to
overcome them (prayer, advice, Scripture). Tell the stu-
dents to be prepared to share their victories at the
next class (Core Lesson).

Conclusion
End the class with a prayer.

Into All the World-2 Getting it to Others

Weekly Challenge
Select a new person to share your faith with this week. 

List all the obstacles that could prevent you from doing this; 

then pray to overcome them and to share boldly with this person.
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Into All the World-2
Lesson Text
Matthew 28:18-20

Lesson Objectives
• The students will share two

ways spreading the gospel
became easier in the twentieth
century.

• The students will identify three
things necessary to spread the
gospel around the world in
both the first century and now.

• The students will share their
faith with someone new, identi-
fying and praying to overcome
obstacles that could prevent
them from sharing boldly with
this person.

Materials Needed
For each student:
• pen or pencil
For the teacher:
• extra Bibles
• 2 KNN videos—one 4-5 years

old and one recent edition
• TV and VCR
• popcorn or pretzels, juice

(optional)
Reproducible Pages:
• Page F, 1 copy for 

each student
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Lesson Plan
Getting Ready

Faithful Instruction

Teacher Focus

Teacher Tips

Preclass Activity: Spreading the Gospel

Starting Up

Welcome and Singing

Opening Prayer and Review

Great News Sharing

Getting into God’s Word

Scripture Study

Getting It to Other s

Scripture Memory: 2 Corinthians 5:17

Weekly Challenge and Snack Time

Conclusion

Scripture Memory
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
2 Corinthians 5:17

Lesson 6
(supplement)
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Lesson 6

Faithful Instruction
Teacher Focus
Pray before preparing this lesson. Read and meditate on Matthew 28:18-20. Consider the growth of the kingdom
during the years and how much God has done to allow disciples to bring the gospel to all nations. Are you in awe
of how much has been done? Are you grateful for those who have sacrificed and stepped out on faith to help win
the world? As you pray this week, be sure to include prayers for those people around the world who have yet to
hear the good news.

Teacher Tips
Your goal in this class should be to help your preteens catch the vision and excitement of winning the world for
Christ. By helping them to see how much God has done in a very short time, you will inspire your students to
dream of the things they can and will do for God, now and as they become disciples. As you see their character
strengths, point out how God can use those strengths to advance his kingdom and how much your students will
be needed in this mission.

In order to illustrate how much the kingdom has grown, you will be showing two KNN videos—one current
and one that is four to five years old. The students should be amazed at the growth of the kingdom in such a
short span of time, and they will be moved and inspired by the stories they will see and hear. Select KNN editions
that show the gratitude of people who have had churches planted near them and how their lives have changed by
having God in their lives.
NOTE: As a special treat for your students, you may want to bring in popcorn or pretzels and juice to enjoy as you
watch the videos together.

Preclass Activity
Spreading the Gospel
The students will complete a word search based on old and new types of communication that have been used to
spread the gospel.

Materials Used
For each student:
• pen or pencil
Reproducible Pages:
• Page F, 1 copy for each student

Instructions
1. As they arrive, give each student a copy of Reproducible Page F (Spreading the Gospel) and a pen or pencil.
2. Have the students complete the word search.
3. When they have finished, have the students answer the questions at the bottom of the page.
4. Have the students keep their sheets to review later in the class.
5. See answer key on the next page.

Into All the World-2 Getting Ready
(supplement)
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Lesson 6

Starting Up
Welcome and Singing
Call the students together in a circle. Welcome everyone by name, being sure to recognize anyone who is visiting.
Let them know how glad you are to see them and how much you looked forward to being with them. Sing a few
great songs.

Opening Prayer and Review
• Open with one of the students praying for each student to be grateful for the kingdom of God and the mission

to make disciples of all nations.
• Have one student recite the memory verse for this lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:17.
• Have a student briefly review the previous lesson (Core Lesson).

Great News Sharing
Allow several minutes for the students to share great news about their lives. This could be about a family member
who became a disciple, someone healed from an illness, someone studying the Bible, great grades, etc. Remind
the students to be brief so that as many as possible can share.

Into All the World-2 Getting Ready
(supplement)
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Lesson 6

Materials Used
For the teacher:
• extra Bibles
• 2 KNN videos—one 4-5 years old and one recent

edition
• TV and VCR
• popcorn or pretzels, juice (optional)

Have the students turn to Matthew 28:18-20 in their
Bibles. Select one student to read the verse aloud. Ask
the students what they remember from their last class
about the difference between spreading the gospel in
the first century and now.
• What were some of the obstacles to spreading the

gospel in the first century?
• What are some of the obstacles to spreading the

gospel now?
• What did it take to go on a mission team in the

first century? (sacrifice / faith / courage)
• What does it take to go on a mission team today?

(sacrifice / faith / courage)
• How many of you would like to be a part of a

church planting someday? 
• Where would you like to go? (Remind your stu-

dents that many cities in the United States and in
most other countries still need churches because, in
many cases, people may drive two to three hours or
more to attend the closest church to them.)

We are going to see some great illustrations of spread -
ing the gospel around the world. We will be watching
two KNN videos, which will show you stories of great
conversions and great things happening a round the
world. They will also show you how much the king -
dom has grown and spread around the world.

Into All the World-2 Getting Into God’s Word
(supplement)

KNN-Spreading the Gospel

Scripture Study
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Lesson 6

Activity
Because of the time needed to view both KNN videos
there will be no extra activity in this lesson. If there is
time after the videos, ask the students to share what
was most encouraging, exciting or impressive to them
in the videos. Make sure you impress upon them the
amazing growth that has taken place with disciples
simply doing what Jesus told them to do: each one
teaching someone else who teaches someone else
who teaches someone else...

Into All the World-2 Getting Into God’s Word
(supplement)

Take the Gospel to the Whole World
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Lesson 6

Scripture Memory
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
2 Corinthians 5:17

Instructions
1. Review the scripture with your students, randomly

selecting individuals to recite the verse. 
2. Continue until all of the students have quoted the

verse correctly.

Weekly Challenge and 
Snack Time

If your students bring a snack, allow them to eat
while you remind them of the challenge for the week. 

This week, the students were to select a person
with whom to share their faith, someone they had
never shared with before. The students were to write
down the obstacles they needed to overcome to
accomplish this, and then work to overcome them
(through prayer, advice and Scripture) to invite the
person.

Conclusion
End the class with a prayer.

Into All the World-2 Getting It to Others
(supplement)

Weekly Challenge
Select a new person to share your faith with this week. 

List all the obstacles that could prevent you from doing this; 

then pray to overcome them and to share boldly with this person.
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Lesson 6 Into All the World-2

Core/Getting Ready/1 copy for the teacher

to Reproducible page A

Obstacles
Preclass Activity Instructions

Materials Used
See page 17-6-2

Preparation
1. Early in the week, cut apart the triangles on three of your copies of Reproducible Page B (Obstacles). Keep

one copy to show the students at the end of the activity (to prove that it can be done). 
2. Keep each set of triangles in a separate, resealable sandwich bag.
3. Cut each sheet of notebook paper into half.
4. Write the instructions for Stations 1-3 each on a separate index card:

• Station 1: Mental Challenge—Form a square using all twelve triangles given. You must complete this activity
in one minute.

• Station 2: Physical Challenge—You must either (a) balance a spinning ball on your finger for five seconds or
(b) balance a penny on your nose while you walk across the room (8' to 10').

• Station 3: Verbal Challenge—Along with a partner, look up the words in one of the foreign language dictio-
naries to form the following phrases: “Hi, my name is _______________. How are you today?” Write these
sentences on one of the pieces of paper given and take turns repeating them to each other.

• Station 4: Response to Challenges—Answer the questions on Reproducible Page C. (This station will need no
index card with instructions because the instructions are on Reproducible Page C.)

5. When you arrive at class, arrange the room into four separate stations or work areas.
6. Number Stations 1, 2, 3 and 4.
7. Place the appropriate index card at stations 1-3. 
8. Also supply Station 1 with the two sandwich bags containing the triangles and the timer or hourglass. Supply

Station 2 with the balls and pennies. Set up Station 3 with the foreign language dictionaries and the half
sheets of notebook paper. Set up Station 4 with the copies of Reproducible Page C (Station 4 Challenge).

Instructions
1. As the students arrive, randomly assign each to one of the first three stations, and give each student a pen or

pencil. 
2. Tell the students that the goal of this activity is for each student to participate in Stations 1-3. They need not

complete them in any particular order.
3. Have the students attempt to complete the challenge at their assigned station. Have them attempt each sta-

tion even if they are not able to complete the challenge given. 
NOTE: The students must attempt Stations 1-3 before they go to Station 4.

4. As students reach Station 4, have one of your assistants give each a copy of Reproducible Page C (Station 4
Challenge). 

5. Have the students complete the worksheet and then give the finished copy to you to be used later in the
class. 

6. Give each student who makes it to Station 4 a small prize to applaud his or her accomplishment.
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Lesson 6 Into All the World-2

Core/Getting Ready/4 copies for the teacher

to Reproducible page B

Obstacles
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Lesson 6 Into All the World-2

Core/Getting Ready/1 copy for each student

to

Station 4 Challenge
NAME:__________________

1. Did you complete Stations 1, 2 and 3? ____________

2. Which was the hardest for you to complete? Why?

3. Why did you stick with it to complete each station?

4. Did anything make you want to stop and not finish?

5. What did you get out of this activity?

6. What did you learn about yourself?

7. Would you have liked some help in completing each station? Why?

SHOW THIS SHEET TO YOUR TEACHER TO GET YOUR 

REWARD FOR PERSEVERING THROUGH OBSTACLES!

Reproducible page C
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Lesson 6 Into All the World-2

Core/Getting into God’s Word/1 copy for each student

to Reproducible page D

Family Tree

• When and where was your church first planted?

• How many disciples came to plant the church? 

• Who led the team?

• How many disciples are in the church now?

• Who leads the church now?

• Has your church helped to plant any other churches? 

• Where are these churches?
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Lesson 6 Into All the World-2

Supplement/Getting It to Others/1 copy for each student

to

Scripture Memory

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

he is a new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come!

2 Corinthians 5:17

Reproducible page E

Weekly Challenge
Select a new person to share your faith with this week. 

List all the obstacles that could prevent you from doing this; 

then pray to overcome them and to share boldly with this person.
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Lesson 6 Into All the World-2

Supplement/Getting Ready/1 copy for each student

to Reproducible page F

SPREADING THE GOSPEL
K S Q E N O H P E L E T

X J T U X B V A L A Y A

H R E O L D J G E I F S

W E N P R I T P T R Y S

E P R X F Y A S T O P E

L A E W M G A K E T C R

G P T B E C G O R I A P

H S N R S Q S O Z D B G

P W I W N A E B I E L N

A E E J W C I O P M E I

R N O I S I V E L E T T

G K R V C S O S Q L N N

E E Y L R U M U R I I I

L T H C O M X E N A X R

E D Z G L O G Z R M A P

T C E L L P H O N E F X

Scroll Television Books Internet
Story Radio Newscast Wire

Telephone Music Editorial Cell Phone
Email Printing Press Cable
Fax Movies Telegraph

Pager Letter Newspaper

1. Which of these methods of communication do you use most often and with whom?

2. What types of new inventions do you think we will use in the future to communicate?

3. Has all this new technology made spreading the gospel easier or harder? Why?


