
Preteens

Mary of Bethany

Lesson Text
Mark 14:1-9

Lesson Objectives
• The students will compare

the value of Mary’s offering
in the world’s eyes and in
Jesus’ eyes.

• The students will discuss
Jesus’ response to Mary’s
sacrifice.

• The students will determine
one area of their lives in
which they will sacrifice to
please God this week.

Materials Needed
For each student:
• 1 piece of poster board, 5" x 7"
• 2 pieces of white paper, 7" x 9"
• 1 piece of white paper, 5" x 7"
For the teacher: 
• magazines
• scissors
• rubber cement or glue sticks
• 1 large poster board
• 1 copy of “Good News from

the Kingdom”
• globe or map of the world
• extra Bibles
• ruler
• crayons (with the paper wrap-

pings removed)
• coins, leaves or dried flowers

(and other items that would
make attractive “rubbings”)

• roll of magnetic strips (with
adhesive), 6" per student

• 1 decorative gift bag
• 1 plain paper bag
• rocks, twigs, leaves, paper

scraps, junk mail, etc.
• candy, gum, etc.
• tape
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for 

each student
• Page B, 1 copy for 

each student
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Lesson 4

Lesson Plan
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Teacher Focus
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Scripture Memory Verse
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.” 
Matthew 6:21
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Lesson 4

Faithful Instruction

Teacher Focus
Pray before preparing the lesson. Read and meditate on Mark 14:1-9 until you understand the story and lesson it
holds. Compare John 12:1-8 as a parallel passage. Also, consider Matthew 6:21. If your closest friends were asked
where they thought your treasure was, what would they say? Do your heart and your life reflect Jesus as your first
priority and as your most valuable relationship? Materialism and greed are characteristic of so many people today,
and your preteens are being bombarded daily with the message that the more they have, the more they are. This
lesson is designed to help your students consider what is truly valuable and necessary in today’s world. 

Teacher Tips
Prior to class, make a sample of the picture frame from the Activity Section of the class. This will allow you to give
better directions to the students as they create their own frames.

You may want to consider involving your students in some type of church or community service project as part
of this lesson on sacrifice and value. As your students consider how Mary sacrificed for Jesus, have your students
brainstorm ways that they might sacrifice as a class to serve others.

Preclass Activity

Treasure Chest Collage 
This activity will prepare your students to compare the world’s view of value with Jesus’ view of value.

Materials Used

For the teacher:
• magazines 
• scissors
• rubber cement or glue sticks
• 1 large poster board

Preparation

Write across the top of the poster board the Scripture Memory Verse: “For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

Instructions

1. As the students arrive, have them search through the magazines to find and cut out pictures of different items
that the world treasures. 

2. Have the students make a collage by placing the pictures onto the poster board with rubber cement.

Mary of Bethany Getting Ready
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Starting Up

Welcome and Singing
Call the students together in a circle. Welcome everyone by name, being sure to recognize anyone who is visiting.
Let them know how glad you are to see them and how much you looked forward to being with them. Sing a few
great songs.

Opening Prayer
Who would like to say a prayer to start today’s time together? Let a few students lead the prayer. Encourage the
students to mention missing students, special church activities, illnesses and to be especially thankful for the
chance to be together.

Victories
Take the time to have the students share about the challenges they were given at the end of last week’s class. 
Did everyone complete their challenge? How did it go? What fears did you face as you met the challenge to put
the lesson into practice? How did everyone do with having consistent quiet times? Would anyone like to share
something they learned this week?

Praise and encourage all the students’ efforts, especially noting any area of significant growth. Offer help and
suggestions so they can have even more victories in the coming week.

Good News from the Kingdom
Materials Used

For the teacher:
• 1 copy of “Good News from the Kingdom”
• globe or map of the world

Instructions

Now let’s take a few minutes to share “Good News from the Kingdom.” Be excited as you read about what is
happening around the world. Have a globe or map ready, pointing out the location as you share. Remind your stu-
dents that the kingdom of God is worldwide and that the victories of our brothers and sisters in other countries
can inspire us and spur us on.

Mary of Bethany Getting Ready



Preteens
19-4-4 Guts and Glory III © 1999 by Discipleship Publications International Spring 2

Lesson 4

Story

“Two Brothers”
This is a story about sacrificial love: a brother risks his
life to spend a few last moments with his dying broth-
er.  The students will be encouraged to think about
what people do to serve those they love.

Materials Used

Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for each student

Instructions

1. Distribute copies of Reproducible Page A (“Two
Brothers”) to the students.

2. Read the story to the students.
3. Discuss the following: 

• What did Tom treasure? 
• What was he willing to sacrifice for that trea-

sure?
• How did Tom’s officer view his sacrifice? 

Scripture Study
Materials Used

For the teacher:
• extra Bibles

Have the students take out their Bibles and turn to
Mark 14:1-9. Select two volunteers to share the read-
ing. Explain: Pure nard was a precious perfumed oil.
The nard was worth more than a year’s wages (three
hundred denarii). Alabaster jars were carved and very
expensive.

To help the students understand the value of the
nard, ask them to figure out this math word problem:

Inform the students what an average yearly salary is
for your geographical area. Mary’s action was an
extravagant gesture of affection.

• What does this tell us about her heart toward
Jesus? (She was very sacrificial. / She treasured
him. / She cared about his needs. / He meant more
to her than money or things.)

• What is sacrifice? (giving that costs us something
personally) 

• Is sacrifice easy? (no) 
• Was this offering financially easy for Mary? (no)
• How did Mary’s offering make Jesus feel? (encour-

aged / honored / respected / loved)
• Why do you think Jesus’ response was so different

from the people’s response? (Jesus understood she
gave her best and how much she loved him. / Jesus
didn’t look at the expense, but he looked at the
heart. / The others valued money and material
things more than Jesus’ life.) 

• What promise did Jesus give about Mary’s sacri-
fice? (Wherever the gospel is preached throughout
the world, what she has done will also be told in
memory of her.)

• What types of things could you sacrifice to please
God? (my all / my heart / my attention / my time /
my possessions / my allowance) 

Activity

Lasting Impressions Picture Frame
The students will each create a picture frame that will
hold a lasting memory for them.

Materials Used

For each student:
• 1 piece of poster board, 5" x 7"
• 2 pieces of white paper, 7" x 9"
• 1 piece of white paper, 5" x 7"
For the teacher:
• scissors
• ruler
• crayons (with the paper wrappings removed)
• coins, leaves and dried flowers (and other items

that would make attractive “rubbings)
• roll of magnetic strips (with adhesive), 6" long for

each student 
• rubber cement or glue sticks

Mary of Bethany Getting Into God’s Word

A man worked 40 hours a week for a year. 
He was paid $7 an hour. 
How much did he earn? 

($14,560) 
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Preparation

1. Cut the pieces of poster board and paper to the
correct dimensions. Cut the magnetic strips into
pieces that measure 1" x 2" (three strips for each
student).

2. Measure and mark a 11/2" border on the back side
of each 5" x 7" piece of poster board, making a
rectangle in the center of each that measures 
2" x 4". Cut out the rectangles.

3. Create a sample craft following the instructions.
4. Prior to class, set up the supplies for the activity at

several stations around the room.

InstructionS

1. As the students arrive, give them each two of the
7" x 9" pieces of white paper and direct them to
the various stations you have set up around the
room.

2. Instruct the students to create “rubbings” by plac-
ing their pieces of paper on top of the coins,
leaves and flowers and using the sides of peeled
crayons. Tell them that the first sheet is for prac-
tice. (Have them rub the crayons back and forth
over the entire sheet of paper.) 

3. Distribute the 5" x 7" pieces of poster board with
the centers cut out. Ask the students to center the
poster boards on the backs of the rubbings and
trace 2" x 4" rectangles onto the backs of the rub-
bings, using the cut out areas of the poster
boards as stencils.

4. Have the students draw diagonal lines from corner
to corner within the rectangles they have just
drawn on the backs of the rubbings, then gently
fold the rubbings in half and cut along the diago-
nals to create four triangular flaps in the centers
of the rubbings. See Figure A.

5. Have the students replace the poster board pieces
onto the backs of the rubbings, positioning them
so that the flaps sit accurately within the cut out
rectangles, then affix the backs of their rubbings
to their pieces of poster board with the rubber
cement or glue sticks.

6. Have them fold the excess rubbing paper around
the outside of the poster board pieces and glue
this excess to the back of the poster board pieces.
(It should not overlap into the area that has been
cut out.) See Figure B.

7. Have the students fold back the flaps from within
the cut out area and glue them in place, taking
care to cut off any part of the flaps which extend
beyond the edges of the poster board frames. See
Figure C.

8. Have the students finish off the backs with the 
5" x 7" pieces of white paper, gluing the sides and
bottoms, but leaving the tops open. Tell the stu-
dents that by leaving the tops open, they can
insert a favorite photograph at home.

9. Glue the magnetic strips to the sides and bottom
edges of the backs. See Figure D.

10. Remind the students they can make lasting impres-
sions with their lives.

Mary of Bethany Getting Into God’s Word
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Scripture Memory
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” 
Matthew 6:21

Materials Used

For the teacher:
• 1 decorative gift bag
• 1 plain paper bag 
• items to fill the decorative gift bag (rocks, twigs,

leaves, paper scraps, junk mail, etc.)
• items to fill the plain paper bag (candy, gum, etc.)
• tape
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for each student.

Preparation 

1. Fill the decorative gift bag with ordinary, unwant-
ed objects (rocks, twigs, leaves, paper scraps, junk
mail, etc.)

2. Fill the plain paper bag with desirable objects
(candy, gum, etc.).

3. Close and seal each bag with tape.

Instructions

1. Give each student a copy of Reproducible Page B
(Memory Verse). 

2. Ask for two volunteers to come and help you with
the two bags. 

3. Give them each a bag and have them describe
how their bag looks and what possibly might be
in it. 

4. Ask the class to vote for which bag they would
choose if given a choice.

5. Ask the two students to take out the contents of
each bag and show them to the class. 

6. Discuss with the class: 
• Which bag would you have chosen? 
• Why?
Many people treasure things that can be seen.
(Display the Preclass Activity—Treasure Chest
Collage—and make note of specific items.) God
treasures our hearts—not how we look on the out-
side. We can look like great “packages” but our
insides can be filled with worldliness. He desires
for us to treasure him. He gives us these things to
enjoy, not to put before him. 

7. Have the students practice the verse aloud several
times together.

Weekly Challenge and 

Snack Time
If your students bring a snack, allow them to eat
while you explain to them the challenge for this week. 
Have each student decide on one way he or she will
sacrifice for God this week. This sacrifice can take
many forms. For example, a student may have an
extra-long quiet time, help a parent or grandparent,
spend special time with a sibling, put extra money in
the weekly offering or poor contribution, offer to help
the poor and needy, etc.

Conclusion
End the class with a prayer.

Mary of Bethany Getting it to Others

Weekly Challenge

Decide one special way that you will sacrifice for God this week. 

Share your experience during next week’s class.



Preteens

Mary of Bethany

Lesson Text
John 12:1-8; Mark 14:4-5

Lesson Objectives
• The students will discuss what

may have been in Judas’ heart
as he objected to Mary’s offer-
ing.

• The students will explain that
true sacrifice is not always pop-
ular or comfortable.

• The students will determine
one area of their lives in which
they will sacrifice to please God
this week.

Materials Needed
For each student:
• pen or pencil
• 1 sheet of lined paper
For the teacher:
• extra Bibles
Reproducible Pages:
• Page C, 1 copy for 

each student
• Page D, 1 copy for 

each student
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Lesson 4
(supplement)

Lesson Plan
Getting Ready

Faithful Instruction
Teacher Focus
Teacher Tips

Preclass Activity: Sacrifice Word Puzzle
Starting Up

Welcome and Singing
Opening Prayer and Review
Great News Sharing

Getting into God’s Word

Scripture Study
Activity: Newspaper Article

Getting It to Others

Scripture Memory: Matthew 6:21
Weekly Challenge and Snack Time
Conclusion

Scripture Memory Verse
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” 
Matthew 6:21
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Lesson 4

Faithful Instruction

Teacher Focus
Pray before preparing the lesson. Read and meditate on John 12:1-8 and Mark 14:4-5. Is your life noteworthy
because of your sacrificial nature? As a preteen leader, your sacrifice is so important to the students you serve. If
you do not sacrifice your own time and energy to prepare and teach, your students will not have the important
teaching (and example) they need to grow in their faith. Your life and example will help your students to under-
stand that our most important offerings to God are from our hearts, not our pockets. 

Teacher Tips
As you consider the subject of sacrifice, be sure to encourage your students both in and out of class to sacrifice
for each other. Are your students willing to clean up, to share their Bibles or their snacks, or to help a visiting stu-
dent? Remind your class that sacrifice does not need to be done on a grand scale, but rather, it can be any simple
offering that helps someone else.

You will notice that Mark says that Mary poured the perfume on Jesus’ head while John says she poured it on
his feet. Since these passages obviously reference the same occurrence, we must conclude that she poured the
perfume on both his head and his feet.

Preclass Activity

Sacrifice Word Puzzle
The students will complete an acrostic puzzle related to sacrifice.

Materials Needed

For each student:
• pen or pencil
Reproducible Pages:
• Page C, 1 copy for each student

Instructions

1. Give each student a pen or pencil and a copy of Reproducible Page C (Sacrifice Word Puzzle).
2. Make sure the students understand the instructions for completing the puzzle.

Mary of Bethany Getting Ready
(supplement)

1. S __ __ __ __

2. __ __ __ __ A __ __ __ __

3. __ __ C __ __ __ __ __ __

4. __ __ R __ __ __ __

5. __ __ __ I __ __ __ __ __ __ __

6. __ __ __ __ __ __ F __ __

7. __ __ __ __ __ I __ __

8. C __ __ __ __

9. __ E __ __ __ __
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Lesson 4

Starting Up

Welcome and Singing
Call the students together in a circle. Welcome everyone by name, being sure to recognize anyone who is visiting.
Let them know how glad you are to see them and how much you looked forward to being with them. Sing a few
great songs.

Opening Prayer and Review
• Open with one of the students praying that those in the class will be willing to sacrifice in order to help others. 
• Have one student recite the memory verse for this lesson: Matthew 6:21.
• Have a student briefly review the previous lesson (Core Lesson).

Great News Sharing
Allow several minutes for the students to share great news about their lives. This could be about a family member
who became a disciple, someone healed from an illness, someone studying the Bible, great grades, etc. Remind
the students to be brief so that as many as possible can share.

Mary of Bethany Getting Ready
(supplement)
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Scripture Study
Materials Used

For the teacher:
• extra Bibles

Ask the students to take out their Bibles and turn to
John 12:1-8 and Mark 14:4-5. Select a volunteer to
read each of the passages.
Discuss the following:
• What did you learn from the story during your pre-

vious lesson (Core Lesson)? (Encourage as many
students as possible to participate and share
aspects that were significant to them.)

• It says in Mark 14:4-5 that some of those present
were indignant and that they rebuked Mary harsh-
ly. Why did they do this? (They thought it was a
total waste. / They were more concerned about
money than they were about Jesus.) 

• In John 12:4-5, why did Judas react as he did to
Mary’s offering? (greed / self-interest) 

• Was he truly concerned about the poor? (No—see
verse 6.)

Reread John 12:3. 
• Mary did not hold back any of herself as she gave

to Jesus. She didn’t care what others thought. She
was willing to look foolish and different in order to
serve him. If Mary hadn’t been so devoted to Jesus,
what might she have done when the people
rebuked her? (gone away / been discouraged /
been defensive / apologized for what she did)

• Mary’s gesture took an extraordinary amount of
courage. What other types of sacrifice take great
courage? (going on a mission team / selling your
house and giving the money to a mission team /
working with the poor, needy, sick and dying)

• How can you imitate Mary’s heart? (by giving your-
self wholeheartedly to God in schoolwork, obedi-
ence to your parents, loving friends and family,
serving and even in greetings to one another.)

Activity

Newspaper Article 
In this activity the students will create a newspaper
article about Mary of Bethany’s sacrificial anointing of
Jesus. The article will be from the perspective of a
reporter’s investigation of the incident.

Materials Used

For each student:
• pen or pencil
• 1 sheet of lined paper
Reproducible Pages:
• Page D, 1 copy for each student

Instructions

1. Give each student a copy of Reproducible Page D
(Newspaper Article).

2. Help the students to understand the instructions
about how to complete the rough copy of their
newspaper articles.

3. After the students complete their rough copies,
give them each a piece of lined paper and ask
them to write their final copy on it.

4. If time permits, ask several students to read their
articles.

Mary of Bethany Getting Into God’s Word
(supplement)
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Lesson 4 Mary of Bethany Getting Into God’s Word
(supplement)
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Lesson 4

Scripture Memory
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” 
Matthew 6:21

Instructions

1. Ask the students if anyone can recite the memory
scripture for this week. 

2. After several have quoted the verse, recite it
together as a class two or three times.

Weekly Challenge and 

Snack Time
If your students bring a snack, allow them to eat while
you remind them of the challenge for the week. 
Each student was to determine one area in his or her
life in which to sacrifice for God this week. Give ideas
to those students who have not yet completed the
challenge, encouraging them to give their best for God.

Conclusion
End the class with a prayer.

Mary of Bethany Getting It to Others
(supplement)

Weekly Challenge

Decide one special way that you will sacrifice for God this week. 

Share your experience during next week’s class.



Preteens

Loyalty to a Brother

One of two brothers fighting during the war in the same
company in France fell by a German bullet. Tom, the one
who escaped, asked permission of his officer to go and bring
his brother in.

“He is probably dead,” said the officer, ”and there is no
use in you risking your life to bring in his body.”

But after further pleading the officer consented. Just as
Tom returned with his brother on his shoulders, his wounded
brother died. 

“There, you see,” said the officer, “you risked your life for
nothing.”

“No,” replied Tom, “I have my reward. When I crept up to
him and took him in my arms, he said, “Tom, I knew you
would come. I just felt you would come.”
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Lesson 4 Mary of Bethany

Core/Getting into God’s Word/1 copy for each student

Reproducible page A

Bennett, William J., ed, The Book of Virtues (New York, NY: Simon and Schuster, 1993), 706.
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Scripture Memory Verse

“For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.” 

Matthew 6:21

Core/Getting It to Others/1 copy for each student

Reproducible page B

Weekly Challenge

Decide one special way that you will sacrifice for God this week. 

Share your experience during next week’s class.
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Sacrifice Word Puzzle

1. S __ __ __ __

2. __ __ __ __ A __ __ __ __

3. __ __ C __ __ __ __ __ __

4. __ __ R __ __ __ __

5. __ __ __ I __ __ __ __ __ __ __

6. __ __ __ __ __ __ F __ __

7. __ __ __ __ __ I __ __

8. C __ __ __ __

9. __ E __ __ __ __
Look up the following scriptures and find the word that fills in each blank correctly. Then fill in the blanks above
with each word to complete the puzzle.

1. Mark 14:3 …in the home of a man known as ____________ the Leper.

2. Mark 14:3 …a woman came with an _______________ jar…

3. Mark 14:3 While he was in Bethany, ____________ at the table…

4. Mark 14:3 …an alabaster jar of very expensive ____________…

5. Mark 14:4 Some of those present were saying ____________…

6. Mark 14:6 She has done a ____________ thing to me.

7. Mark 14:10 Then Judas ______________, one of the Twelve…

8. Mark 14:1 …and the ____________ priests and the teachers of the law…

9. Mark 14:9 …what she has done will also be told, in ____________ of her.
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Lesson 4 Mary of Bethany

Supplement/Getting Ready/1 copy for each student

Reproducible page C
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Lesson 4 Mary of Bethany

Newspaper Article

Create a newspaper article for The Jerusalem Times from the perspective of an investigative reporter
who lived during the time of Jesus and Mary of Bethany. Read John 12:1-8 for your facts. Use the fol-
lowing questions for your rough copy.

1. Who is involved?

2. What happened? 

3. Who was affected? 

4. How were they affected? 

5. When did this happen? 

6. Why did it happen? 

7. Why should this be reported in the newspaper? 

8. What is your headline? 

Supplement/Getting into God’s Word/1 copy for each student

Reproducible page D


