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Lesson 4

Lesson Objectives
• The students will hear the story

of the women who stayed close
to Jesus.

• The students will name one way
the women stayed close to Jesus.

• The students will name one way
they can be close to Jesus.

Lesson Text
Matthew 27:55-56
Mark 15:40-41
Luke 8:1-3
John 19:25-27

Scripture Memory
Verse
They all joined together constantly
in prayer, along with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with his brothers.

Acts 1:14

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration

Preclass Activity: Close Encounter

Welcome and Singing

Centers:

Bible Story: Women in the News 

Craft: Women near Jesus 

Scripture Memory: Catch Words

NOTE: Allow time for a snack.

3rd and 4th Grades

Women in the Life of Jesus
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The students will preview today’s lesson as they see the crucifixion
through the eyes of the women who were there.

Materials
For each student:
• pencil
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for each student

Preparation
Complete the activity on your copy of Reproducible Page A.

Instructions
1. Greet the students as they arrive. Explain that today’s lesson 

is about some women who followed Jesus to the end of his life
on earth. Some of these women were there when Jesus was
nailed to the cross.

2. Distribute the copies of Reproducible Page A and pencils. Explain
to the students that they will select words from the box on their
pages and write them in the appropriate category on the page.
These words describe what the women saw, heard and felt
when Jesus was being crucified.

3. Have the students work with partners or small groups. Check
their answers with your Answer Key.

4. Circulate among the students to offer assistance 
and encouragement.

Teacher Tips
• Bring in books with pictures on the crucifixion.

Women Around the Cross Lesson 4

Close Encounter

3rd and 4th Grades
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sweat
hammering

people mocking
pushing

trembling

whispering

hammering
groaning

screaming
shouts

crying

anger
deep sadness

confusion
fear
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The students will hear the story of the women who followed Jesus
to the cross in the final issue of this unit’s special newspaper.

Materials
For each student:
• pencil
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for each student

Preparation
1. Practice leading this activity.
2. Complete the activity on your copy of Reproducible Page B.

Introducing the Bible Story
Explain that in today’s lesson, the students will learn about the
women who followed Jesus and those who were with him when he
died. Explain to the students that the gospels of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John tell about these women who were faithful followers
of Jesus. Distribute the copies of Reproducible Page B and pencils.
Tell the students to fill in the missing words as they read.

Presenting the Bible Story
Tell some students to open their Bibles to Luke 8:1-3, and direct oth-
ers to open to Matthew 27:55-56. Explain that today’s Bible Story
comes from these passages. Read “Women Follow Jesus” from your
copy of Reproducible Page B while the students follow. Tell the stu-
dents to use their Bibles to help fill in the missing words. After read-
ing this section, ask the students the following questions:
• Name some of the women who followed Jesus? (Mary

Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna) 
• Name some of the women who were at the cross? (Mary

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother
of Zebedee’s sons)

• Do you think it was dangerous for these women to be at the 
crucifixion? Why? (Answers will vary.)

• What did these women do to stay close to Jesus and show their
faithfulness? (Answers will vary: they listened to his teaching; they
cared for him and supported him financially; they talked with him;
they went where he was; they were there when he died, etc.)

Tell the students to open their Bibles to John 19:25-27. Read
“Disciple Adopts Mother” Ask the following questions:
• Who were the women at the cross? (Mary, the mother of Jesus;

Mary, the wife of Clopas; and Mary Magdalene)
• What did Jesus s ay to his mother at the cross? (Dear woman,

here is your son.)
• What did Jesus s ay to the disciple? (Here is your mother.)
• What did the disciple do af ter that day? (He took Mary into

his home.)

Sharing with Others
These women were grateful to Jesus for teaching them about God
and helping them to change. They st ayed in a close relationship
with Jesus. They cared about following him and decided to be with
him even when he died. After Jesus’ death and resur rection, the
women showed their love for Jesus by telling many other people
about him. Today, we can show our love for Jesus by telling other s
about him, too. Encourage the students to think of someone they
can talk to this week about Jesus. Close with a prayer for the stu-
dents to be close to Jesus.

Teacher Tips
• If you choose to have students read the news story, choose 

fluent, confident readers.
• Have extra NIV Bibles for students who have a different translation.

Women Around the Cross Lesson 4

Women in the News
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Women Follow Jesus to the End

Many people followed Jesus. Among these followers were many women.

After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, pro-

claiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with

him, and also some w_____________n who had been cured of evil spirits

and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had

come out; J_____________a, the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s

household; S_____________a and many others. These w_____________n

were helping to support them out of their own means (Lk.8:1-3).

The women that followed Jesus listened to his lessons and saw his miracles.

He had helped each one of them and they were very grateful. He taught them

things they needed to know to live lives for God. They were faithful and fol-

lowed him all the way to the cross. When other disciples deserted him during

the crucifixion, these women were there for him.

Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed

Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. Among them we re

M_____________ M_____________, M_____________ the mother of

James and Joses and the mother of Zebedee’s sons (Mt.27:55-56).

Disciple Adopts Mother
Jesus was dying as he hung on the cross.

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.

When Jesus saw his mother there and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother,

”Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, ”Here is your mother.” From that time on that disciple

took her into his home (John 19:25-27).
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Volume 4 Answer Key

o m e

o a n n
u s a n n o m e

a r ya g d a l e n ea r y

3rd and 4th Grades
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The students will make a craft to remind them of the women who
stayed near Jesus at the cross.

Materials
For each student:
• crayons or markers
• scissors
• glue stick
For the teacher:
• scissors
Reproducible Pages:
• Page C, 1 copy for each student

Preparation
1. Cut out the picture squares from the copies of Reproducible

Page C.
2. Make a sample of the finished craft to show the students.

Instructions
1. Introduce today’s activity: In this week’s lesson, you are learning

about women who followed Jesus closely throughout his life.
Show the students the craft you prepared. Read the memory
verse to the students. Tell them that this picture will remind
them of the women who stayed with Jesus at the cross.

2. Distribute the picture squares you prepared and the crayons.
Have the students color their pictures.

3. Have the students fold their squares diagonally, along the
dashed line, as shown in Figure A.

4. Distribute scissors to the students. Have the students open their
squares, and then cut a slit along the solid line, as shown in
Figure B.

5. Have the students glue the side with the scripture on it on top
of the blank side. See Figure C.

6. Make sure the students write their names on their crafts.

Conclusion
Encourage the students to show their crafts to their parents so that
their parents can help them remember their memory verse. Close with
a prayer thanking Jesus for inspiring us to meet each others’ needs.

Teacher Tips
• If possible, point out to the parents that the memory verse is on

the craft so they can encourage their child to remember it.

Women Around the Cross Lesson 4

Women near Jesus
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The students will learn and memorize today’s Scripture Memory
Verse as they participate in this game.

Scripture Memory Verse
They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
Acts 1:14

Materials
For the teacher:
• 1 large ball
• 6 pieces of paper, 81/2" x 11"
• marker
• masking tape

Preparation
1. In large print, write each of the following scripture phrases on

each of the pieces of paper:
They all joined together
constantly in prayer,
along with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with his brothers.
Acts 1:14

2. Practice leading this activity.

Instructions
1. Introduce today’s activity: This week in your lesson you are learn -

ing about some women who followed Jesus closely throughout
his life. Jesus had helped each of these women. Some of these
women helped support Jesus in his work. In today’s Scriptur e
Memory Verse you will learn that these women remained fait h -
ful and close to Jesus even after his death.

2. Show the students the Scripture Memory Verse on the back of
this Lesson card. Say it to them three times as they follow silent-
ly. Ask the students to read the verse together with you three
more times.

3. Ask two students to stand and say the verse with you. Repeat
this until all the students have said the verse.

4. Tape the papers onto the front of six students. Tell them to put
themselves in the correct order and then have everyone read the
verse aloud to check it. Tell the students to form a large circle
and then mix them up, so the verse is not in order.

5. Give the ball to the student who has the scripture reference. This
student must throw the ball to the student with the first phrase
and say it. Then this student throws the ball to the student with
the second phrase and says it. Then this student throws the ball
to the student with the third phrase and so on until the entire
verse has been said.

6. Have the students exchange scripture phrases with the person
next to them and repeat Step 5 as often as time allows.

Conclusion
Jesus made an impact on the hearts and lives of many people—espe-
cially these women. They followed him to learn from him. One of
the ways they were able to stay close to Jesus and remain faithful
was through prayer. Close with a prayer for the students to be close
to Jesus.

Teacher Tips
• Adjust the number of scripture phrases to the size of your group.

Women Around the Cross Lesson 4

Catch Words
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They all joined together 

constantly in prayer, along with

the women and Mary the mother

of Jesus, and with his brothers.

Acts 1:14
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Women Around the Cross Lesson 4

Lesson Objectives
• The students will hear the story of the women who stayed

close to Jesus.
• The students will name one way the women stayed close

to Jesus.
• The students will name one way they can be close to Jesus.

Lesson Text
Matthew 27:55-56; Mark 15:40-41; Luke 8:1-3; John 19:25-27

Scripture Memory Verse
They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

Acts 1:14

Lesson Plan
Greeting and Registration

Preclass Activity: Women of the Code

Welcome and Singing

Centers:

Life Application: Close Contact

Game: Will You Be Close?

Bible Skills: Map of Women
NOTE: Allow time for a snack.

The students will review this week’s lesson
as they decode the list of women who 
followed Jesus closely.

Materials
For each student:
• pencil
Reproducible Pages:
• Page D, 1 copy for each student

Preparation
Complete the activity on your copy of
Reproducible Page D.

Instructions
1. Greet the students as they arrive.

Remind the students that this week they
learned about the women who followed
Jesus to the cross. Explain that they will
be decoding a list of these women who
followed Jesus closely.

2. Distribute the copies of Reproducible
Page D and pencils. Have the students
work with a partner. Make sure that stu-
dents who did not hear this week’s Bible
Story work with those who did. Show
the students the first example that has
been completed for them. Explain that
each number refers to a letter of the
alphabet as shown in the code at the
bottom of the page.

Answer Key
1. Mary, mother of Jesus
2. Mary Magdalene
3. Joanna
4. Susanna
5. Mary, mother of James, Joses
6. Salome
7. Mother of Zebedee’s sons
8. Mary, sister of Lazarus
9. Martha
10. Women from Galilee

Teacher Tips
• Circulate among the students to provide

assistance and
encouragement. 

Women of the Code
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The students will think of one way they can be close to God.

Materials
For each student:
• pencil
For the teacher:
• large writing surface
Reproducible Pages:
• Page E, 1 copy for each student

Preparation
1. Read through the Gospel accounts of the women near the cross. 
2. Write on the large writing surface the names of the women at

the cross and the supporting scripture references, as shown on
this page.

3. Complete your copy of Reproducible Page E.

Reviewing the Bible Story 
Open your Bible to Matthew 27:55-56 and John 19:25-27. This week
you have been learning about the women who followed Jesus close -
ly. Jesus had helped and taught each of these women and the y
were thankful to Jesus for helping them. Some of these women
were with Jesus to the end when he died. Some of them took care
of his needs while he went from town to town teaching people
about God and the kingdom. They heard Jesus teaching. They s aw
the miracles that he did. They talked with the other disciples. The y
prayed and they helped. Even after Jesus died, they st ayed close to
him though prayer, remembering and obeying his words.

Life Application
God wants us to be close to Jesus. He wants us to be like the
women in this week’s Bible Story. Name one way the women stayed
close to Jesus. (Take a few responses.) Name a way you can be close
to Jesus. Take a few responses and write them on the large writing
surface. (Answers should include: pray every day; read my Bible; be
thankful, etc.)

Distribute the copies of Reproducible Page E and pencils. Tell the
students that they will think of one way they can be close to Jesus
and write it in a letter to Jesus. Jesus has promised to stay close to
his followers, so we can respond by thinking of ways to be close to
him. Remind them that by signing their letters, they are showing that
they want to do what they have said. Share what you wrote in your
letter. Circulate among the students to assist and encourage them.

Conclusion
Have the students each share with each other what they want to do
this week to stay close to Jesus. Close with a prayer for the students
to be close to Jesus this week.

Teacher Tips
• Ask one half of the group to open the Bible to Matthew and the

other half to John.

Women Around the Cross Lesson 4

Close Contact
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Women Scripture

Mary Magdelene Matthew 27:55-56

Mary, the mother of 
James and Joses Matthew 27:55-56

mother of Zebedee’s sons Matthew 27:55-56

Mary, Jesus’ mother John 19:25-27

Mary, the wife of Clopas John 19:25-27
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The students will review ways to be close to Jesus as they play this
card game.

Materials
For each student:
• 1 deck of regular playing cards 
• score pad and pen

Preparation
Practice playing this game at home.

Instructions
1. Introduce today’s activity: This week you learned about some

women who followed Jesus closely. God wants you to be close
to Jesus, too. Some ways you can be close to Jesus are: praying,
studying your Bible, going to church, talking with disciples,
being open about your life and obeying the word of God. Can
you think of any other w ays? (Take a few responses.) In your
game today you are going to review ways that you can be close
to God.

2. Explain how the game is played: Each of you will get five cards. I
will ask one of you if you have a person to stay close to Jesus. If
you have a face card—meaning a queen, king or jack—you must
place it down for all to see. If you have more than one face
card, save them and only put down one. Then s ay one way you
can be close to Jesus. When you give your answer, I will check
my list of “Ways to Be Close to Jesus.” (on the back of this
Lesson Card) If your answers are on my list you will earn 10
points. If it is not, but is an appropriate answer, you will ea rn 15
points. The only way to win the game is if everyone gets to play
a face card and say a way to be close to Jesus. So if one of you
has an extra face card, you may give it to a student who has
none. The winner can only be chosen if everyone has a face
card to play.

3. Have the students sit in a circle. Deal five cards to every student.
Place the remaining cards in a pile face down in the center.

4. Begin by asking the student to your right: Do you have a person
to be close to God? If the student has a queen, king or jack he
should say, “Yes, I have a person to be close to Jesus.” Once he
plays his face card he must state a way to be close to Jesus. If
the student’s answer is on your list give him 10 points. If the
answer is not on your list but is appropriate give him 15 points.
If the answer is inappropriate then no points are given.

5. If the student does not have a face card, he must say, “No, I
don’t have a person to be close to Jesus.” That student may then
pick a card from the pile, or he may receive a card from another
player. If he picks a face card from the pile, he may place it down
right away and tell one way to be close to God. If the card he
picks up is not a face card, he places the card in the discard pile.

6. Play moves to the next student and continues until each student
has played all their face cards, and/or all the cards from the pile
have been played.

7. Total each of the students’ points. Make sure that each student
had played at least one face card. If any student did not play
one of these cards, then there is no winner. Tell the students
that the true winner is the person who is close to God.

Conclusion
Help the students to see that God wants us to have a close friendship
with Jesus. Review some of the “Ways to Be Close to Jesus” and close
with a prayer asking God to help the students be close to Jesus.

Teacher Tips
• Use the “Ways to Be Close to Jesus” list as a guide. The concept 

is what is most important. The wording does not have to
match exactly.

Women Around the Cross Lesson 4

Will You Be Close?

3rd and 4th Grades

Women in the Life of Jesussupplement

G

A

M

E



Winter 2 © 1999 by Discipleship Publications International Women in the Life of Jesus 15-4-12

Praying

Having special time with God every day

Singing songs to God

Reading my Bible

Talking to disciples

Attending church services

Helping others

Obeying the Word

Studying the Bible with others

Inviting people to church

Being open about my feelings

Being open about what I do

Seeking advice or help

Trusting God to help me

Sharing my faith

Repenting or changing when I do something wrong

Loving others

Women Around the Cross Lesson 4

3rd and 4th Grades
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The students will develop Bible skills and map skills by locating towns
from the New Testament.

Materials
For each student:
• pencil
Reproducible Pages:
• Page F, 1 copy for each student

Preparation
Complete the activity on your copy of Reproducible Page F.

Instructions
1. Introduce today’s activity: In this unit you have learned of

women whom Jesus taught and helped. In this activity you a re
going to look up scripture references, find the name of the
town where the women were from, and find them on the map.

2. Tell the students to find a partner. Distribute the copies of
Reproducible Page F and pencils to the students.

3. Tell the students to look up the scriptures and write the town
mentioned on the lines provided. Then have them write the
number of that town on the map next to its location. Do the
first one with the students. Refer to the Answer Key on the back
of this Lesson Card.

Conclusion
Remind the students of how some of these women traveled from
place to place with Jesus and took care of his needs. Ask the stu-
dents how far they have to travel to come to church. Help them to
see that these women traveled long distances without a car, train or
bus. Close with a prayer asking God to help us to be willing to do
what Jesus asks of us.

Teacher Tips
• Bring in samples of Bible maps.

Women Around the Cross Lesson 4

Map of Women
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Instructions: Look up the following scriptures in your Bible. On the lines provided, write the name of the town mentioned 
in the scripture and the women helped by Jesus. Then locate that town on the map and write the correct number in the 

circles provided.

Scripture Town Woman helped
by Jesus

1. Mark 1:21, 30-31 ________________ _____________________

2. Mark 7:24-26, 30 ________________ _____________________

3. John 4:4, 7, 28-30 ________________ _____________________

4. Luke 7:11-15 ________________ _____________________

5. Mark 14:3-9 ________________ _____________________

Map of Women
Answer Key

Capernaum

Tyre

Sychar

Nain

Bethany

Peter’s mother-in-law

Greek woman

Samaritan woman

widow

woman with perfume

12

4

3

5
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Instructions: What do you think it was like to be at the cross? Read the Bible passages listed below and then
write the words at the bottom of the page into the appropriate column. Write your own ideas about what it
was like for the women who were around the cross when Jesus died. (Hint: look out for words that do not
belong!)

Matthew 27:55-56 Luke 8:1-3
Mark 15:40-41 John 19:25-27

Core/Preclass
1 copy for each student Lesson 4

3rd and 4th Grades
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Close Encounter Name ________________________

What They Sa w What They Heard What They Felt

crying
sweat
shouts
anger
deep sadness
playing games

dancing
confusion
sewing
hammering
trembling
whispering

groaning
fear
people mocking
screaming
drinking and eating
pushing
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Core/Bible Story
1 copy for each student Lesson 4
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Women Follow Jesus to the End

Many people followed Jesus. Among these followers were many women.

After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, pro-

claiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with

him, and also some w_____________n who had been cured of evil spirits

and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had

come out; J_____________a, the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s

household; S_____________a and many others. These w_____________n

were helping to support them out of their own means (Lk.8:1-3).

The women that followed Jesus listened to his lessons and saw his miracles.

He had helped each one of them and they were very grateful. He taught them

things they needed to know to live lives for God. They were faithful and fol-

lowed him all the way to the cross. When other disciples deserted him during

the crucifixion, these women were there for him.

Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed

Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. Among them we re

M_____________ M_____________, M_____________ the mother of

James and Joses and the mother of Zebedee’s sons (Mt.27:55-56).

Disciple Adopts Mother
Jesus was dying as he hung on the cross.

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.

When Jesus saw his mother there and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother,

”Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, ”Here is your mother.” From that time on that disciple

took her into his home (John 19:25-27).

Volume 4 Name________________________

3rd and 4th Grades
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Core/Craft
1 copy for each student Lesson 4
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Instructions: Use the code below to discover some of the women who followed Jesus.

1. M a r y m o t h e r o f J e s u s

14 26 9 2 14 12 7 19 22 9 12 21 17 22 8 6 8

2. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
14 26 9 2 14 26 20 23 26 15 22 13 22

3. __ __ __ __ __ __
17 12 26 13 13 26

4. __ __ __ __ __ __ __
8 6 8 26 13 13 26

5. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
14 26 9 2 14 12 7 19 22 9 12 21 17 26 14 22 8 17 12 8 22 8

6. __ __ __ __ __ __
8 26 15 12 14 22

7. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __’ __ __ __ __ __
14 12 7 19 22 9 12 21 1 22 25 22 23 22 22 8 8 12 13 8

8. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
14 26 9 2 8 18 8 7 22 9 12 21 15 26 1 26 9 6 8

9. __ __ __ __ __ __
14 26 9 7 19 26

10. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
4 12 14 22 13 21 9 12 14 20 26 15 18 15 22 22

Supplement/Preclass
1 copy for each student Lesson 4

3rd and 4th Grades
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Women of the Code Name ________________________

CODE:

A B C D E F G H I J K L M
26 25 24 23 22 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Challenge: On the back of this page, write any other women of the Bible you know.
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I ______________________ have decided that

I will:

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

and __________________________________

...so that I can be close to Jesus!

_______________________ ___________

Supplement/Life Application
1 copy for each student Lesson 4

3rd and 4th Grades
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(your name)

(Signature) (Date)
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Supplement/Bible Skills
1 copy for each student Lesson 4

3rd and 4th Grades
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Name ________________________

Instructions: Look up the following scriptures in your Bible. On the lines provided, write the name of the town mentioned 
in the scripture and the women helped by Jesus. Then locate that town on the map and write the correct number in the 

circles provided.

Map of Women

Scripture Town Woman helped
by Jesus

1. Mark 1:21, 30-31 ________________ _____________________

2. Mark 7:24-26, 30 ________________ _____________________

3. John 4:4, 7, 28-30 ________________ _____________________

4. Luke 7:11-15 ________________ _____________________

5. Mark 14:3-9 ________________ _____________________


