
Preteens

Cornelius
Lesson Text
Acts 10:1-48; 1 Timothy 2:1-4

Lesson Objectives
• The students will conclude

that God wants each of us
to be saved, regardless of
our backgrounds or differ-
ences.

• The students will recognize
their own role in helping all
types of men and women to
know God.

• The students will reach out
to (initiate with) a person
who is unlike them.

Materials Needed
For the teacher:
• magazines
• scissors
• glue sticks, 1 for every 3

students
• poster board, 18" x 24", 1

for every 3 students
• markers
• tape
• 1 copy of “Good News

from the Kingdom”
• globe or map of the world
• extra Bibles
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for 

each student
• Page B, 1 copy for 

each student
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Lesson Plan
Getting Ready

Faithful Instruction

Teacher Focus

Teacher Tips

Preclass Activity: People Collage

Starting Up

Welcome and Singing

Opening Prayer

Victories

Good News from the Kingdom

Getting into God’s Word

Story: “Who Is Better?”

Scripture Study

Activity: Finding Similarities in People

Getting It to Other s

Scripture Memory: Acts 10:34

Weekly Challenge and Snack Time

Conclusion

Scripture Memory
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how
true it is that God does not show favoritism.”
Acts 10:34
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Lesson 4

Faithful Instruction
Teacher Focus
As you prepare this lesson, read Acts 10:1-48 and 1 Timothy 2:1-4. The account in Acts is the first full indication
that the gospel message was for all men, both Jew and Gentile. This message is still for everyone today. God calls
everyone, regardless of background, to become a disciple, to repent and to be baptized. As you consider this les-
son, think about how much the kingdom has grown around the world in the past years. From a small group of
true believers, God’s kingdom has grown to one that is worldwide and is richly diverse in its membership. Take
time to reflect on how much the kingdom has changed your life and to renew your gratitude for your brothers
and sisters in every nation.

Teacher Tips
In preparation for today’s Preclass Activity, obtain magazines that show a variety of people—people of different
races, social classes, age groups, genders, religions, abilities, etc. Be sure that you provide a great selection from
which to choose.

You may want to plan to spend extra time in “Good News from the Kingdom.” Look for recent items from dif-
ferent parts of the world that show the cultural richness and diversity that make up the kingdom of God.

Preclass Activity
People Collage
The students will create a collage highlighting people who are different from each other and will begin to form
opinions about what makes people dif ferent from each another.

Materials Used
For the teacher:
• magazines
• scissors
• glue sticks, 1 for every 3 students
• poster board, 18" x 24", 1 for every 3 students
• marker
• tape

Preparation
Draw a line three inches from the edge along the bottom length of each piece of poster board with a marker.

Instructions
1. Divide the students into groups of three. 
2. Distribute the magazines, glue sticks, scissors and pieces of poster board to each group.
3. Tell the students: Look through the magazines to find pictures of dif ferent kinds of people. Try to represent

as many dif ferent types of people as you can. Glue the pictures to the top part of the piece of poster board,
in the large space above the line that has been drawn. Leave the bot tom section blank because you will use it
later today.

4. Let the groups work independently, without much coaching. This activity will allow the students to form their
own opinions about what makes people different from each other.

5. When the groups are finished, hang the posters on the wall in the area in which the Scripture Study will 
take place. 

Cornelius Getting Ready
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Starting Up
Welcome and Singing
Call the students together in a circle. Welcome everyone by name, being sure to recognize anyone who is visiting.
Let them know how glad you are to see them and how much you looked forward to being with them. Sing a few
great songs.

Opening Prayer
Who would like to say a prayer to start today’s time together? Let a few students lead the prayer. Encourage the
students to mention missing students, special church activities, illnesses and to be especially thankful for the
chance to be together.

Victories
Take the time to have the students share about the challenges they were given at the end of last week’s class. Did
everyone complete the challenge? How did it go? What fears did you face as you met the challenge to put the
lesson into practice? How did everyone do with having consistent quiet times? Would an yone like to share some -
thing they learned this week?

Praise and encourage all the students’ ef forts, especially noting any area of significant growth. Offer help and
suggestions so they can have even more victories in the coming week.

Good News from the Kingdom
Materials Used
For the teacher:
• 1 copy of “Good News from the Kingdom”
• globe or map of the world

Instructions
Now let’s take a few minutes to share “Good News from the Kingdom.” Be excited as you read about what is
happening around the world. Have a globe or map ready, pointing out the location as you share. Remind your stu-
dents that the kingdom of God is worldwide and that the victories of our brothers and sisters in other countries
can inspire us and spur us on.

Cornelius Getting Ready
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Story
“Who Is Better?”
This is the story of a teacher who tried an experiment
with her fifth grade class to help them understand
more about prejudice. The students will learn that
God loves everyone the same—no matter who they
are or how they look.

Materials Used
Reproducible Pages:
· Reproducible Page A, 1 copy for each student

Instructions
1. Read the story aloud to the students.
2. Discuss the questions in the “Think About It” part

of the story.
3. Help the students to put themselves in the place

of the students in the classroom. Ask brown-eyed
and blue-eyed students to respond.

4. Make sure that the students get the point that it
does not matter to God who we are or what we
look like—he loves us all just the same!

5. Give each student a copy of Reproducible Page A
to take home.

Scripture Study
Materials Used
For the teacher:
• extra Bibles
• collages from Preclass Activity

Place the collages where the students can see them
during the lesson. Ask them: 
• How are the people in these collages different? 
• How do you feel when you are around someone or

a group who is very different from you? 

We are going to talk about the fact that God wants
each of us to be saved and that he calls each of us to
help all those around us to come to know him. 

Ask for volunteers to read Acts 10:1-8. Discuss the
background of the Jews: 

They were very proud and considered themsel ves very
special since God had chosen their race to bless the
world. They had bad feelings toward Gentiles (non-
Jews) and looked down on them. Up to this point,
only the Jews had been told about the Good News of
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Explain that this lesson discusses how God used Peter
(who was a Jew) and Cornelius (who was a Gentile)
to extend his kingdom to all people. Discuss:
• What type of man was Cornelius? (devout / God-

fearing / gave to the poor / prayerful)
• How do you think he felt when the angel came to

him with instructions from God? (fearful /  con-
cerned / confused / eventually—honored)

• What did God think about Cornelius? (He was a
man with a good heart before God. / His faith had
been noticed by God.)

Cornelius Getting Into God’s Word
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Select other students to read verses 9-16 and 17-23.
• Why do you think Peter was confused by what God

told him? (thought God was testing him / knew
law and tried to obey)

Peter was confused because God wanted him to
share the gospel with a man who was a Gentile, and
not a Jew. Peter didn’t understand this, because the
Jews believed that only they were God’s children. God
was trying to show Peter that he wanted all men t o
come to him.
• Do you ever wonder about some of the things God

expects you to do? Do they seem difficult or like
they might not be the best for you?

• What do you do when you feel like this?

Choose a volunteer to read verses 23b-29.
• How do you think Peter felt about his mission to

Cornelius? (nervous / scared / unsure)

Peter may have been nervous and scared, but he
trusted God and did what was asked. He shared the
good news of Jesus with Cornelius and his household. 
• Can anyone guess the result?

After the students respond, read verses 44-48 aloud
to the class. Reinforce the fact that God’s plan of sal-
vation included all men and that Cornelius’ family was
the first group of Gentiles to be baptized. But, in
order for this to happen, Peter needed to trust God
and do what he knew was right—that is, obey God
and share his faith. Because he did, God blessed him
with a great victory!

Point to the collages and review how God feels
toward all kinds of people. Read 1 Timothy 2:1-4
aloud to the class, pointing out that God wants all
people to be saved. 
• If God feels this way toward all people, how should

we feel? 
• How do you think God feels when we are con -

cerned only about people who are like we are?

Finding Similarities in People
The class will write about similarities in the people
they see in their collages. Their focus will no longer
just be on the differences between people.

Materials Used
For the teacher:
• markers
• collages from Preclass Activity

Instructions
1. Distribute the collages to the groups that made

them. 
2. Talk about some of the differences between the

people shown in the posters. These differences
should include differences in gender, race, religion,
social class, age, ability, etc. Let the students state
as many differences as they can.

3. Tell the students that you are now going to direct
their attention to something more important: the
similarities between the people. 

4. Tell the students to work within their groups to
write down all the similarities in the pictures of
the people they glued to their boards. They may
use single words, phrases or sentences. Have them
write these words or phrases in the blank area
below the pictures. (See below.) Make sure every-
one is contributing. Encourage the quieter ones to
offer suggestions.

5. When the groups finish, give each team the
opportunity to share one or two similarities. Many
will share about physical similarities: two eyes, two
ears, etc. Be sure that they also consider (1) emo-
tional similarities: everyone laughs, cries, gets their
feelings hurt, gets scared, etc. and (2) spiritual
similarities: everyone needs God, everyone sins,
God wants everyone to be saved, everyone needs
friends, God loves each person, etc.

Cornelius Getting Into God’s Word
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Scripture Memory
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it
is that God does not show favoritism.”
Acts 10:34

Materials Used
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for each student

Instructions
1. Divide the class into pairs.  
2. Give each student a copy of Reproducible Page B

(Scripture Memory).
3. Explain to the class that they are going to help

each other to memorize the verse. They may use
whatever technique they choose as long as it is
not disruptive to the other pairs.

4. Give them about five minutes to practice.
5. Begin calling on pairs to recite the verse without

looking at their sheets. 
6. Continue until all groups have been successful.

Weekly Challenge and 
Snack Time

If your students bring a snack, allow them to eat
while you explain to them the challenge for the week.

Acknowledge to the students that it can be
uncomfortable and a little scary reaching out to some-
one who is dif ferent from them. Share some of your
experiences in reaching out to those who were differ-
ent from you. Explain that God is always ready to
reward their faith and effort in reaching out to every-
one around them. The challenge for this week is for
each student to reach out to (initiate with) someone
who is unlike them. Encourage the students to pray
daily and share their goal with their parents (or anoth-
er disciple in their lives) to get advice and encourage-
ment. Allow the students to discuss and plan how
they will overcome some of their own feelings toward
others whom they feel are dif ferent and how they will
reach out.

Conclusion
End the class with a prayer.

Cornelius Getting it to Others

Weekly Challenge
Reach out to someone who is different from you. 

Pray about your goal daily, and get advice and encouragement 

from your parents (or another disciple in your life).
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Cornelius
Lesson Text
1 Corinthians 9:19-23; 2
Corinthians 5:14-19

Lesson Objectives
• The students will contrast a

godly point of view with a
worldly point of view.

• The students will explain that it
is gratitude for Jesus’ sacrifice
that compels disciples to teach
those around them about God.

• The students will consider how
they need to change in order
to reach out to different types
of people.

Materials Needed
For each student:
• pen or pencil
For the teacher:
• notebook paper, 1 sheet for

every 3 to 6 students
• watch with a second hand
• extra Bibles
• dictionary
Reproducible Pages:
• Page C, 1 copy for each stu-

dent
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Lesson Plan
Getting Ready

Faithful Instruction

Teacher Focus

Teacher Tips

Preclass Activity: Common Ground

Starting Up

Welcome and Singing

Opening Prayer and Review

Great News Sharing

Getting into God’s Word

Scripture Study

Activity: All Things to All Men 

Getting It to Other s

Scripture Memory: Acts 10:34

Weekly Challenge and Snack Time

Conclusion

Scripture Memory
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is
that God does not show favoritism.”
Acts 10:34

Lesson 4
(supplement)

to



to

Preteens

17-4-8 Power to Change © 1999 by Discipleship Publications International Winter 2

Lesson 4

Faithful Instruction
Teacher Focus
Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 and 2 Corinthians 5:14-19. Meditate on these passages. Focus on how God views
each of us and on how our view of others needs to be the same as God’s. How can you minimize the differences
in order to help all people know God? Think about the kingdom worldwide and the benefits of so many different
types of people being a part of it. Truly, we are part of a church that is rich in culture. This makes our relation-
ships fun and exciting and teaches us to love all people.

Teacher Tips
Before the students will be comfortable in sharing with different types of people, they must be comfortable and
positive about the diversity in their own class. Be sure that there are no cliques or divisions, and that all the stu-
dents in your class show love and respect for each other. (Of course, preteens will be better friends with some
than with others, but encourage everyone to reach out to each other and not just to their best friends.)

Preclass Activity
Common Ground
The students will work in teams to discover similarities among the group members.

Materials Used
For each student:
• pen or pencil
For the teacher:
• notebook paper, 1 sheet for every 3 to 6 students
• watch with a second hand

Instructions
1. Divide the class evenly into teams of three to six students. Be sure that each team has the same number of

students in it (groups may have one more or less depending on the exact number of students in your class). 
2. Give each team a sheet of notebook paper.
3. Tell the teams that their challenge is to make a list of everything that all of their team members have in com-

mon. Examples may include attending the same school, liking the same music, living on the same street, par-
ents are disciples, etc. Tell the students not to list obvious similarities such as having two arms or legs, a brain,
a nose, etc. 

4. Let them know that they will have three minutes to work on their list.
5. At the word “Go,” time the teams for three minutes. (If your teams are larger, five to six students, allow four

to five minutes.) Give “time checks” every thirty seconds to allow the students to gauge their speed.
6. When the time is up, select a volunteer from one team to read their list. 
7. Have the other teams volunteer items that are different from those which have been read. 
8. Proceed through all the lists until all the teams have shared.

Cornelius Getting Ready
(supplement)



to

Preteens

Winter 2 © 1999 by Discipleship Publications International Power to Change 17-4-9

Lesson 4

Starting Up
Welcome and Singing
Call the students together in a circle. Welcome everyone by name, being sure to recognize anyone who is visiting.
Let them know how glad you are to see them and how much you looked forward to being with them. Sing a few
great songs.

Opening Prayer and Review
• Open with one of the students praying for each student to be sharing their faith with people who are both like

them and different from them. Pray for boldness and conviction for all the preteens.
• Have one student recite the memory verse for the lesson: Acts 10:34.
• Have a student briefly review the previous lesson (Core Lesson).

Great News Sharing
Allow several minutes for the students to share great news about their lives. This could be about a family member
who became a disciple, someone healed from an illness, someone studying the Bible, good grades, etc. Remind
the students to be brief so that as many as possible can share.

Cornelius Getting Ready
(supplement)

People Are Different and People Are Similar



to

Preteens

17-4-10 Power to Change © 1999 by Discipleship Publications International Winter 2

Lesson 4

Scripture Study
Materials Used
For the teacher:
• extra Bibles
• dictionary

In this lesson, your students will again study how
much God wants all men to be saved. Tell your stu-
dents that each of them may need to change their
behavior or their characters in some way that is pleas-
ing to God in order to relate better to certain people.

Select a volunteer to read 2 Corinthians 5:14-19
aloud to the class. Discuss:
• Does anyone know what the word “compel”

means? (Take ideas from the students. Then select
a volunteer to read the definition from the dictio-
nary.)

• By what does this passage say we are compelled?
(Christ’s love / his death for all of our sins)

• What does this compel us to do? (share our faith /
teach others about God / help others to know him) 

• Why does God want us to do this? (He loves all
people and wants them to be saved. / Christ died
for everyone so that we would live for him.)

• What does it mean to regard someone from a
worldly point of view? (consider physical character-
istics only: race, talents, wealth, etc. / not seeing
someone the way God does)

• How would you look at someone from a godly
point of view? (with love / care / concern / forgive-
ness / non-judgmentally)

• Does it surprise you that people looked at Jesus in
a worldly way? 

• Why do you think they did this?
• Why does this passage say we must regard people

from a godly point of view? (God wants all men to
be reconciled to him. / God wants each of us to
come back to him. / If we look at people the way
God does, we will love them and share his message
with them.)

In order for everyone to have a chance to have a rela -
tionship with God, you must understand that God
loves each of us and wants each of us near him. If
you look at all those around you in this w ay, you will
help many people come to know him.

Activity
All Things to All Men
The students will work together to discover how they
can become all things to all men in a variety of life
situations.

Materials Used
Reproducible Pages:
• Page C, 1 copy for each student

Instructions
1. Divide the class into teams of two to three stu-

dents each.
2. When the groups are settled, read 1 Corinthians

9:19-23 aloud to the class. 
3. Discuss the passage with the class, emphasizing

the idea that, in order to be all things to all men,
they may need to change some behaviors, charac-
ter traits, likes and dislikes, etc. Explain that Paul
saw that when he tried to be like those he was
reaching out to, he was more effective in sharing
his life with them.

4. Give each student a copy of Reproducible Page C
(All Things to All Men). 

5. Tell the groups that they will have ten minutes to
work through the situations given on the sheet by
coming up with ideas to be “all things to all men”
in each situation.

6. When the time is up, allow each group to share
their ideas about one situation. 

7. Be sure that each group has a chance to share
some of their ideas.

8. Allow students to respond to each group’s sugges-
tions.

9. For quick overview of the four situations, see the
next page.

Cornelius Getting Into God’s Word
(supplement)
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All Things to All Men
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Scripture Memory
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it
is that God does not show favoritism.”
Acts 10:34

Instructions
1. Give the students a minute to review the memory

scripture alone before practicing it together as a
class. 

2. Ask for volunteers to recite the verse. Select one
and have that volunteer stand up. 

3. Have him or her recite the verse.
4. Have the rest of the students form a line behind

that student. 
5. Have the first student say the first word of the

scripture memory verse, the second in line the sec-
ond word, and so on until the whole verse has
been practiced and memorized. 

6. Scramble the order of the group and do it again.

Weekly Challenge and 
Snack Time

If your students bring a snack, allow them to eat
while you explain to them the challenge for the week. 

Ask the students to share with the group how it
has gone with their decision to share their faith with
someone who is very different from them. Let the stu-
dents talk about their success or share their fears in
completing the challenge. Come up with a plan to
have them reach out to someone by the end of the
week. 

Conclusion
End the class with a prayer.

Cornelius Getting It to Others
(supplement)

Weekly Challenge
Reach out to someone who is different from you. 

Pray about your goal daily, and get advice and encouragement 

from your parents (or another disciple in your life).
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Core/Getting Into God’s Word/1 copy for each student

to Reproducible page A

Who Is Better?
Mrs. Hull wanted to teach her fif th grade glass about prejudice.

So she decided that she would divide her class into people who

had brown (or dark colored) eyes and people who had blue (or

light colored) eyes. After doing so, she told them that they

were going to be part of an experiment in prejudice that would

last a week.

She proceeded to tell the brown-eyed students that they were bet-

ter than the blue-eyed students. She always let the brown-eyed students go

first in everything they did together as a class. She gave special treats to the brown-eyed stu-

dents and didn’t give any to the blue-eyed students. She allowed the brown-eyed students to

have an extra ten minutes for lunch, but made the blue-eyed students go back to their class

and get to work. She encouraged the brown-eyed students to make fun of the blue-eyed stu-

dents. They said things like, “You’re not as smart as I am because you have blue eyes.” “You’re

not as pretty as I am because you have blue eyes. “ etc.

This type of treatment went on for a whole week. Then Mrs. Hull brought the class togeth-

er and let them discuss what they had learned about prejudice. Had the blue-eyed students felt

hurt because they were treated poorly? Had the brown-eyed students begun to feel that they

really were better?

Mrs. Hull reminded them that no person is better than another person simply because of

the color of their eyes, the color of their skin, their personality, their race, etc. Then they all

had a party—brown-eyed and blue-eyed students were all treated the same by Mrs. Hull and by

each other.

Think about it: 

Even though this was only for a week and the brown-eyed students were certainly not bet-

ter than the blue-eyed students, how do you think the blue-

eyed students were feeling by Friday?

What point was Mrs. Hull making?

What does this experiment help us to see about the

way God loves us all?
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Core/Getting It to Others/1 copy for each student

to

Scripture Memory

Then Peter began to speak: 

“I now realize how true it is that 

God does not show favoritism.”

Acts 10:34

Weekly Challenge
Reach out to someone who is different from you. 

Pray about your goal daily, and get advice and encouragement 

from your parents (or another disciple in your life).

Reproducible page B
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All Things to All Men
Directions: Read each situation and discuss among your group ways that you can be “all things to all

men” in each situation.
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Supplement/Getting into God’s Word/1 copy for each student

to Reproducible page C

1. You are an excellent student in
school, but you do not participate on
any sports teams. What could you do
that would help you to share with
some of the athletes in your school?

2. Your family lives in an area where
many of your neighbors are older
adults. What could you do that
would help you to share your faith
with your neighbors?

3. Everyone in your closest group of
friends is of the same race. What can
you do to get to know and share
with others in your school who are
of different races and nationalities?

4. Many of the kids in your neighbor-
hood have wealthy parents, attend
private schools and value highly
material things. How can you get to
know these kids and share with
them about God? 


